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T o 

His Excellency 

William Burnet, Efqi. 

Captain General and Governor in 
Chief of the Provinces of New-Tor 
New-Jerfey, and Territories thereon 
depending, in America , aud Vice- 
Admiral of the fame, &c. 


SIR} 

T Hc Indian -Affairs of this Province 
have appear’d to your Excellency 
of fuch Importance to the Well- 
fiire of the People here, that yoit have 
carefully apply’d your Thoughts to them* 
in which I hope your Excellency will have 
fuch Succefs, that not only the prefent Ge¬ 
neration (hall enj®y the Benefit of your 
Qafe 3 but ou£ lateftPofterity likevyife may 

bbf$ 





II. DEDICATION. 

blefs your Memory under their Happineft , 4 
the Foundation of which may be laid un¬ 
der your Excellency’s Adminiftration, if 
the People here, who’s Intereft is-Ghiefly 
concern’d, do on their parts fecond your 
Endeavours, as their Duty requires, to 
wards fecuring the Peace and advancing 
the Profperity of their Country. 

The following Account of the Fivt 
Nations will fhow what Dangerous Neigh¬ 
bours the Indians have been* what Pains 
a Neighbouring Colony (who’s Intereft 
is Oppofit to ours) has taken to with¬ 
draw their AfFeftions from Us, and how 
dreadful the Confcquences may be, if that 
Colony fhould fuccced in their Defigas: 
and therefore how much we ought to be 
on our Guard. If we only conhder the 
Riches which a People, who have been 
and may again be our Enemies,, receive 
from the Indian \Trade (tho’ we were 
under no apprehenffons from the Indians 
tfemfdves) it may be thought imprudent 
in Us tofufFer fuoh People to grow Rich 
and Powerful, while it is in out Power to 
prevent it, with much Ids Charge and 

Trouble 






V E VI CATION. Ill- 

Trouble than it is in theirs to accomplifh 
their defigns, 

Thefe Confideration? are fufficient to 
make the Indian Affairs deferve the moft 
ferious Thoughts'of the Governor of 
New-Tork . But I know your Excellency’s 
Views are not confin'd to the Intereft of 
your own Country oqly. 

The Five Nations are a poqr Barbarous 
People, under the darkejt Ignorance, and 
yet a bright and noble Genius fhines thro* 
thefe black Clouds. None of the greateft' 
Roman Hero's have discovered a greater 
tore to their Country, or a greater Con- 
tempt of Death th^n thefe Barbarians' 
have done, when Life and Liberty came 
in Competition : Indeed, I think our 
Indians have out-done the Romans in this 
particular * for fome of the greatefc Ro- 
inans have Murder’d thcmfelves to avoid 
Shame or Torments, (a) Whereas our 
Indians have refufed to Dye meanly with 
the baft Pain, when they thought their 


Tcis.ivill appear by fevcral Infcmces iu the Coco n<l 
P. ot this Hiftary. 

Country’s 







Iv. dedication. 

Country’s Honour would be at ftake, by 
it, but gave their Bodies willingly up to 
the moll cruel Torments of their Enemies, 
toihew, that the Five Nations confifted of 
Alenwhofe Courage and Refolu-tion could 
j^aken. They fully, however, 
thefe noble Fertues by that cruel Paffion, 
Revenge, which they think not only law- 
xul, but Honourable to exert without 
Mercy on their Country’s Enemies, and 
for this only they deferve the Name of 
Barbarians. 

But what have we Chriftians done to. 
make them better ?■ Alas! we have reafon, 
to be afhamed, that thefe Infidels, by our 
Converlation and Neighbourhood, are 
become worfe than they were before they 
knew us. Inflead of- Fertues we have only 
taught them Fees, that they were entirely 
free of before that time. The narrow 
V lews of private Inter eft have occafioned 
tms, and will occafion greater evert 
Publish Mifichiefis, if the Governors of 1 
the People do not, like true Patriots 
exert themfelves, and put a Hop to thefe 
growing Ev%. If thefe Practices be 





DEDICATION'. V. 

winked at, inftead of faithful Friends that 
have Manfully Fought our Battles for us, 
the Five Nations will become faithlefs 
Thieves Robbers, and joyn with every 
Enemy that can give them the hopes of 
.Plunder. ■■ 

If care were taken to plant in them, and 
cultivate that general Benevolence to 
Mankind, which is the true Principle of 
Fertile, it would efFedtually eradicate thofe 
horrid Fees occafioned by their Unbounded 
Revenge > and then the Five Nations would 
no longer deferve the Name of Barba¬ 
rians, but would become a People whole 
Friendship might add Honour to the British 
Nation, tho’ they be now too generally 
defpifed. ; 

The Greeks ScRomans, onceas miichifor- 
bai tans as our Indians now are, deified the 
Hero s that firft taught them the Firtties, 
from whence the Grandeur of thofe Re¬ 
nowned Nations wholly proceeded; buta 
good Man win feel more real Satisfaction 
and Pleafure from the Senfe of having any 
way forwarded the Civilizing of Berber- 
m Nations, or of having Multiplied the 

Number 





VI. DEDICATION. 

/dumber of good Me#,than from the fondeft 
hopes of fuch extravagant Honour. 

Thefe Confidsrations, I believe, would 
tnake your Excellency think a good Hijlor) 
of the Five Nations worthy of your Pa¬ 
tronage. As to this, I only hope, that 
you will look on my offering the follow¬ 
ing Account, however meanly perform’d, 
to proceed from the Defire I have of 
making fome Puhlick Profefllon of that 
Gratitude* which is fa much the Duty 
of 

SIR, 

Tour Moji Obliged 
And MoJl Obedient 

Humble Servant^ 


tadwallader Golden, 
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The P R E F A C E. 


T Hough every one that is in the leaft acquainted with 
the "Affairs of. North - America, knows of what 
Confluence the Indians , commonly known to 
the People of New-York by the Name of the. Five. Nations, 
are both in Peace and War, I know of no Accounts of them 
Published in £n£lish', but what are meer Tranflatipns of 
French Authors."' This fccms to throw fomeXyfledion on 
the Inhabitants of this Province, as if we wanted Curiofity 
to enquire ihto our own Affairs, and that we were willing 
to reft fatisfied with the Aceounts the French give us of our 
own Indians > riotwithftanding that the French inCanada are 
always in a different Intereft, and fometimes in open Ho- 
ftility with us. This Confidcration, I hope, will juftify 
my attempting to write an Hiftory of the Five Nations .,at this 
tifpe; and my endeavouring to remove that Blame with, 
which we may he charged, perhaps will actone for many 
faults which the want ot Capacity may. Have occafibned. 

Having had the Peru (a) of the Minutes of the Cwmifft* 
oners for Indian Affairs, f have been,enabled to col'eit many 
Materials for this Hiftory, which arc.not to be found any 
where elffe : And this Colkaion will* at leaft* be ufef'ul. 
to any Perfon of more Capacity, who shall afterwards ui>«- 
dfcrtake this Task* When a Hiftory of thefc Nations shall be 
well wrote,it will be of great ufe to allthe British Colonies in 
North-America j for it may enable them to learn ExpeJ iencs 
.at the Expence of 6thers • and if lean contribute any thing 
to Co good a Purpofe, I shall not think my labour loft. 

It will be.nccefTary to Excufe two things in the follow- 
ing Performance, which, I am af raid, will be found fault 
Vfith by thofe that are the btft Judges. The Firfi is, My 
(b } filling 
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VIII. 

fiilirggip fo-great part of the Work with the Adventures df . 
imdl Parties, and fometimes with thofeof one jfingle Man. 
The Second is, The inferring fo many Speeches at length. I 
muft conlefs, that I have done both theie dcfignedly. 

As to the Firfl y The Hiftoiy of Indians woulcl be very lame 
without an Account of thefe Private Adventures; for their 
War-like Expeditions are almoft always carried on by Sur-" 
prizing each other, and their whole Arc of War confifts 
in managing finall Parties. The whole Country being one 
continued Forrcft, gives great Ad vantages to thefe Sculk- 
ing Parties,' and has obliged the Chriftians to imitate the 
Indians in this Method of making War. i believ'd like- 
wife, that fornc would be curious to know the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the Indians , in their Publick Treaties efpecially, 
\vho 'could not be faisfied without taking Notice of feveral 
minute Circumftances,and fome things otnerwife of no Con¬ 
fluence. Wc arc fond of fearching into Remote Anti¬ 
quity, to know the Manners of our Earlieft Progenitors : if 
I be not miftaken, the Indians are living Images of them. 

My Defign in the Second was, That thereby the Genius 
of the Indians might better appear. An Hiftorian may 
paint ,Mens A&ions in lively Colours, or in faint Shades, 
as he likes beft, and in both cafes preferve a perfect Like- 
nefs.: But it will be a difficult Task to show the Wit, and 
Judgment, and Art, and Simplicity, and Ignorance of the 
levcral Parries ? managing aTreaty,in otherWords than their 
e vvn. As to my part, 1 thought my felf uncapable of doing 
it, without depriving the judicious Obferver of the Oppor¬ 
tunity ol difeovering much cf the Indian Genius , by my 
Ccntra&ing or Paraphrafing their Harrangues, and without 
committing often grofs Miftakes. For, on thefe Occa- 
l;ons, a skillui Manager often talks Confufedly and Obfcurc- 
ly with defign j which if an Hiftorian should endeavour 
to amend, rhe Reader would receive the Hi ft or v in a falfe 
Light. 


The 
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ix: 

The Reader will find a great Difference between fome of 
the Speeches made at Albany y and thole taken from the 
French Authors, The firft are genuine, and truly related, 
as delivered by the Sworn Interpreters, and where Truth 
only is required; a rough Stile with it, is preferable to Elo¬ 
quence without it. But I muft own, that I fufpeeft our 
Interpreters may not have done Juft ice to the Indian Elo¬ 
quence* For, the Indians having but few ivords, and few 
complex Ideas, ufe many Metaphors in their Difcourlc, 
which interpreted by an hefitating Tongue, may appear 
mean, and ltrikc our Imagination faintly, but under the 
Pen of a skilful Interpreter may ftrongly move our Paifions 
by their lively Images. I have heard an Old Indian Sa - 
C hem {peak with’much Vivacity and Elocution, lo that the 
Speaker pleased and moved the Auditors with the manner 
of delivering his Difcourfe j which, however, as it came 
from die Interpreter, disappointed us in our Expectations. 
After the Speaker had employ'd a confiderable time in Ha 
ranguing with much Elocution, the Interpreter often ex¬ 
plained tiie whole by one fingle Sentence. I believe the 
Speaker in that time imbellishcd and coloured his Figures, 
that they might have their full force on the Imagination, 
while the Interpreter contented himfelf with the Senfe, 
in as few words as it could be expreft. 

He that firft writes theHiftory of Matters which are not. 
generally known, ought to avoid, as much as poffible, to, 

. make the Evidence of the Truth depend entirely on his own 
Veracity and Judgment: For this reafon I have often related 
feveral Tranfadions in the Words of theRegifters. When 
this is once done, he that shall write afterwards need nota<ft 
with fo much Caution. 

The Hiftory of Indians well wrote, would give an agree¬ 
able Amufement to many, every one might find forhemin^ 
therein fuitedto his own Pallat; but even then, every Line 
would not pleafe every Man ; on the contrary, one witf 
( b i > praifc 
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The PREFACE. 


praife what another condemns, and one defires to know 
what another thinks not worth the trouble of Reading: 
And therefore, I think, it is better to run the Rifque of 
being fometimes Tedious, than to omit any'thing that 
may be Ufeful- 

I have fometimes thought that the Hiftories wrote with 
all the Delicacy of a fine Rbmance, are like French Dishes, 
more agreeable to the Pallat than the Stomach, and lefs 
wholfom than more common and eburfer Dyer. 

An HiftorianVs Views muft be’various and extenfive, and 
the Hiftory of different People and different Ages, requires 
different Rules, and often different Abilitiesrto write it: 
I hope, therefore, the Reader 'will receive this firffc At¬ 
tempt of the kind, in this Country, With more than usually 
favourable Alio winces. 

The inhabitants of Neto*York have been much more 
concerned in the TranfaSious which followed the year jtf88, 
than in thofe which proceeded that year. As it requires un¬ 
common Courage and Refolution to engage willingly in 
the Wars of Cruel and Barbarous Enemies; I should be 
forry to forget any that may defe^ve to be remembred by 
their Country with gratitude. The Firft Part of this Hi¬ 
ftory going abroad by it fclf, may give tHofc that have any 
Memoirs of their friends who nave diftinguished them- 
fclves, an opportunity of Communicating them, and may 
thereby enable the Writer hereof'to do fonie Jufticc to their 
RIerit. 

They likewife that are better acquainted with the Indian 
Affairs may, perhaps, find fome Miftakcs in what is now 1 
Published, and may know feme things which I know not, 
if they will be fo kind as to Communicate them, I shall 
gladly Amend and Inlert them in what is to follow* 


c. c. 





XI. 


A ftort VOCABULARY of fome Words and 
Names ufed. by the French Authors, which are 
not generally underfiood by the Englifh that un¬ 
derhand the french Language, and may therefore 
be Vfeful totbofe that intend to read the -French 
Accounts, or compart them with the Accosts 
now Pub lifted. 


Names ufed by the French. 


^BENAquiES, 

ALGONKINS, 
AM1HOUIS, ■ 

ANIfiZ, 


BAY desPUA^IS, 
CHYGAGON^ 
fPRLAER ou 
COR^ARD, 


PE-TROIT, 


J 


The jame are coded by the 
English or- Five 1 Nations. 


O WENAGUNGAS, .or 

Nctv - England Indians > 
and are fometimes called the 
Eafern-Indians. 
ApiRONDACKS, 
&IONONDAUIES or TUI- 
NUNDADEKS, a Branch 
or Tribe of thej Qua tog hies.] 
MOHAWKS, called Mannas 
by the J Qutcb living in the 
Province of Neiv-York. 
ENITAJIGHE. 
CONERAGHIR, 
SCHENECTADY. But the 
Five Nations generally call 
the Governor of - New - York 
by this Name, and they often 
hkeuvife comprehend under it 
the People of this Province. 
TEUCHSAGRONDJE, 


HURONS, 
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Names ttfed by tbs French 
JHURONS, 


ILINOIS, 
IROQUOIS, 
LAC HURON, 

LOUPS, 

MANHATTAN, 


MjASCQUTEGS, 

MAU RIGANS, 

MIAMIES, 

MICHILIMAKINAK, 
ou MISSl^IMAKINAK 
MISSIS AKES, 
NADOUESSIAUX, 
ONEYOUTS, 
ONNONTIO, 


ONTARIO LAC, 
QRANGE, 


The fame are called by tf:t 
English or Five Nations 

QUATOQHE. But the Frenck 
now generally call thofe of 
that Nation only Hurons y who 
live at M ijjilimakinack, and 
who are called Dionondadiks 
ronoon by the Five Nations. 

CHICTAGHIKS, 

The FIVE NATIONS. 

CANIATARE QUAT6GH$ 
or Quatogbe Lake. 

SCAKHOOK INDIANS. 

NEW-YORK. The Ifland 
on which the City ftands was 
called Manhattan by the In¬ 
dians y and ftill retains, that 
Name with the old Dutch 
Inhabitants. 

ODISTASTAGHEKS, 

MAHIKANDER or River- 
Indians . 

TWIHTWIES. 

TEIADONDORAGHIE, 

ACHSISAGBEKS,, 

NADUISSEKS. 

ONEYDOES. 

YONNONDIO, The Name 
given to the Governor of Ca¬ 
nada by the Five Nations . 

CADARACKUI LAKE, 

ALBANY. The Dutch of thir 
Province call this Place Forth 
Orange to this. Day, being 
the Name given to it by the 
Hollanders when they poflei- 
fed tins Country. 
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frames is fed by the French, 
OUTAGAMIES, 

OUTAWAES, 


RENARDS, 
SAUTEURS, . 
SHAOUONONS, 
TATERAS, 

TERRE ROUGE, 

TONGOR1AS, 

TSONONTOUANS, 


The fame are called by the 
English or Five Nations 
Under this Name the French 
comprehend the Quakfies and 
Scimkftks . 

UTAWAWAS or Wagunhas, 
and CommmcsNecariages,thc 
English generally compre¬ 
hend under the Nalne Uta - 
w all the Nations living 
near Miffilimakiuah, 
QUAKSI^S, 

ESTIAGHIKS, 

SATANAS, 

TODERIKS, 

SCUNKS1KS, 

ERIGEKS, 

1 SENNEKAS. 


N. B. The Five Nations, as they have feverally a Dif¬ 
ferent Dialed, ufe different Terminations, and the French 
generally diftinguishthat Sound in the Indian Language by 
( t ) which the English do by ( d ) fciit I ha\e ncglc&ed 
inch fmall Differences. 
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A Short VIEW 

O F T H E 

Form of Government 

OF THE 

FIVE NATIONS, 

I T is necdTary to know fomething of the 
Form of Government o£ the People whofe 
Hiitory one reads. A few words will 
l£rve to give the Reader a general Notion of 
that of the FivrNations , becaufe it {fill remains 
under Original Simplicity, free from thofe 
complicated Contrivances wKicli have become 
nreeilary. to thole Nations where Deceit and 
Cunning have increafed as much as their 
knowledge and Wifdom. 

The Five Nations (as their Name denotes) 
cbnufb of to niany Tribes or Nations joyfiM 
together by a League or Confederacy, like 
the 'United Provinces , without any Superiority 
off any. one over the other. This Union has 
continued fo long that the Cbriflians know no- 
tftn'g of the Original of it. 

They are known to the fyglifo under the 

Names 
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NaltieS of Mohawks , Oneydoes, Onncndagas, 
Cayuga^ and Sennekas ; but it is probable that this 
Un,on at fir ft confuted only of three Nations, 
the Mohawks, Onmndagaj and Sennekas, and 
that the Oneydoes and Cayuga: were afterwards 
adopted or received into this League; for the 
Oneydoes acknowledge the Mohawks to be their 
Fathers, as the Cayuga: do the Sennekas to be 

theirs. .. , . 

Each of the Nations are diftinguilhed into 5 
Tribes or Families,who diftinguifh themfelves 
by three different fortsof Arms or Enfigns,™'*.. 
the Tortoife, the Bear 8c the Wolfe. The Sachems 
of thele Families, when they fign any Publick 
Papers, put the Mark or Enfign of their Fa¬ 
mily to k. \ . : . 

Each Nation is an abfolutc Rtepublick by its 
felf,govern’d in all Publick Affairs of War and 
Peace by the Sachems or Old Men, whole Au¬ 
thority and Power is gain’d by and corififts 
Vholly in the Opinion the reft of the Nation 
have o’f their Wifim and Integrity. They never 
execute their Refolutions by Compuliion Or 
Porcc upon any of their People. Honour and 
Efleem are their Principal Rewards,as Shame & 
being Defpifcd are their Punifhmerits. They 
have certain Cuftoms which they obfervr in 
their Publick Affairs with other Nations, and 
in their Private Affairs among themfelves, 
which ix is [c/iuddom for any one hot to obferve, 
( c ) and 
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and draw after them publick or private Refentf 
ment when they are broke. 

Their Generals and Captains obtain their Au* 
thority likewife by the generalOpinion of their 
Courage and Conduit , and lopfe ft by a Failure in 
thofe Venues. 

Their Great Men , both Sachem j; and Captains, 
are generally poorer than the common People, 
for they aftedt to give awsy and diftribute all 
the Presents or plunder they get in their Treatics 
or War, fo as to leave nothing to themfelves • 
If they fhould once be fuipedted of Selfifmefs, 
they would grow mean in the Opinion of their 
Country-men, and would cpnfequently loofc 
their Authority. 

Their Affairs of Great Conference, which 
concern all the Nations, are Tranfadbed in a 
General Meeting of the Sachems of every Nation. 
Thefe Conventions are generally held at 0«- 
tiondaga, whichis nearly in the Center of all the 
Five Nations . But they have fixed upon Albany 
to be the Place for their Solemn Treatks with 
the Englijh Co-lonies. 

The Tufcaroras , fincc the War they had with 
the People of Carolina , fled to the Five Nations, 
and are now incorporated with them* fo that 
they now properly confift of Si# Nations (tha* 
they dill retain the old Name among the Eng~ 
lijh.) The Tufcaroras , fince they came under 
the Government of New-Tor 4 , behave them¬ 
felves 
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fclves weU, and remain peaceable and quiet* 
By which may be ieen the advantage of ufing 
the Indians well j and, I believe, if they were 
Hill better ufed, (as there is room enough to 
do it) the Indians would be proportionably 
more Ufeful to us. 

As I am fond to think, that the prefent Hate 
of the Indian Nations exactly fhows the moil 
Ancient and Original Condition of almolt every 
Nation; fo I believe, here we may with more 
certainty fee the Original Form of all Government , 
than in the moft curious Speculations of the Learn¬ 
ed ; and that the Patriarchal^ and other Schemes 
in Politicks are no better than Hypotheses in Phi- 
lofophy, and as prejudicial to real Knowledge. 

I lhall only add the Character which Monk 
Be la Poterie gives of the Five Nations in his 
Hi ftory of North-Am erica, viz,. 

“ When one talks (Jays he) of the Five 
“ Nations in France , they are thought, by a 
“ common Mi Hake, to be meer Barbarians , 

“ always thirfting after Human Blood ; but 
c " their true Character is very different: They 
a^e the Fiercefl and moft Formidable People ir^ 
North Am rica, and at the fame time as Po- 
“ htic.^ and Judicious as well can be conceiv’d. 

46 f his appears h orn their Management of the 
Affeirs'which they Tranfad, not only with 
“ French and Englijh , but hkewife with 
aknoft ail the Indian Nations of this vail 
“ Continent. 





Errata. 


P \g, 5- line 18. for of the read of thefe. P» 15. 

1°9- f. Naoiotis r. Nations . P. 17. 1 . 19. for 
Mpereriniens r . Nepicermiens , 1 . ay. dele towards 
the. P.24. 1 .13. dele P. 28. 1 . 13, for 

eiecomp (tried r. accompanied. P. 56. 1 . 11. f. was 
r. P. 74* 1 . ult. f. Dedonondadi ^ r. Deonon - 

dadikm P. 80. 1 . 16. f. not, ive Jhculd r. do 
not, -we full. P. 94- 1 - ult. f- Peterie r. Poterie. 
P. 111. 1 . 28. f. Prevent,Mr. r. prevent this, Mr. 
P. 115. L 23. f. r. then. There are fame 
other final 1 Errors, which do not affe 4 the 
Stnfe, and the Reader may eafily corred. 






advertisement. 

T Hcre is now Published a MAP of the great Lake*, 
Rivers and Indian Countries mentioned in the cn- 
fuing Hiftory. Printed and Sold by William Bradford in 

Nexu-York. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

O F T H E 

Five INDIAN Nations 

Depending on the Province of NEW - TORKi 


PART I. 


From the ftrft Knowledge the <Cl*rifiidus had of 
the five N.itiom, to the Time of the happy 
Revolution in -Great Britain. 


-——--- 

CHAP. 1. 

The Ways of The F'rve -Nutions zuitb tig Adii'on- 
dacks end *Quatoghic$. 

T He firft .Account we have of the /»- 
diaKSj who call themfclves Rodtnunch* 
fioum.y iiow couunpnLy known by the 
A Name 








1 Hifory of the five Chap. I. 

Name of the Five Nations, (and by the French 
call’d LeS Iroquois') was from the French, who 
fettled Canada under Ur. Champlain, their fil'd: 
Governor, in the year 1603. fix years before 
the Dutch fettled New-Yerk. W hen the French 
fuji arrived, they found the Adirondack^ (by 
tfte French called Algonkins) at War with the 
Five Nations, which, they tell us, was occafi- 
oned in the following manner. 

(a) The. Adirondack! formerly lived about 
one hundred Leagues above Trois Rivieres, 
where now the 'Vtatvawas live ; at that time 
they imploy’d thcmfelves wholly in Hunting, 
and the Five Nations made Planting of Corn 
their whole bufinefs, by which means they be¬ 
came ufeful to one another,and lived in Fnend- 
fhip together, the Five Nations exchanging with 
the Adirondack} Corn for Venifon. The Adiron¬ 
dacks valued themfelves, and their manner of 
living, as more Noble than that of the Five- 
Nations, ard defpifed them for that reafon. 

At laft the Game began to be fcarce with 
the Adirondacks, they therefore defired that 
fome of tho young Men of the Five Nations 
might jovn with them, andaffill them in their 
Hunting, which the Five Nations the more wib 


(a) Hiftoire de L‘ Amerique feptenrionale par Mr. de 
Bac<juerillc de la Pothcrie, Yol. i. Lcttre 11. 

lingly 
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Jingly agreed to, in hopes that thereby their 
People might acquire.skill in Hunting. 

It has been a conftant Cudom among all the 
Nations of Indians, to divide themfelves into 
fmall Companies while they Hunt, and to 
divide likewife theCountry among their feveral 
Parties, each having a fpace of 3 or four Miles 
Square alloted them, in which none of the o- 
thers mud pretend to Hunt; and if any Nation 
ihould encroach upon the Limits of another, 
in their hunting, they certainly draw a War 
upon themfelves. 

At this time the Adirondack/ were obliged 
to fpread themfelves far, becaufe of the fcarcity 
of the Game, and each Party took fome of the 
Five Nations along with them, who being lefs 
expert than the Adirondacks, perform’d mod of 
the Drudgery in their March. One of the 
Parties, which confided of fix Adirondack/, 
and as many of the Five Nations , marched 
further than any of the red, in hopes of the 
better Sport: They had, for a long time bad 
luck, fo as to be obliged to live upon the 
Bark of Trees, and fome Roots, which thofc 
of th cFtve Nations feraped out of the ground, 
from under the Snow. This extremity obli¬ 
ged the Adirondack/ to part from thofc of the 
Five Nations , each making a feperate Com¬ 
pany ; and after they had agreed on a Day to 
return to a Cabbin where both of them left 
A 4 their 
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their Baggage, each took his Quarter to hunt 
in: ThzAdirondack were unlucky,and return’d 
firft to the Cabbin, where not finding thofe 
•f the Five Nations , they did not doubt of thtir 
being dead of Hunger; but thefe young Men 
of the Five Nations were become dextrous with 
their Bows, and very cuning in approaching 
and furprizing their Game, which was chiefly 
owing to their being more patient and able to 
bear Fatigues and Hardfhips than the Adiron* 
dacks were, accordingly they foon arrived 
loaded with the flefh of Wild Cows. The 
Adirondack: could not believe that they were 
capable of luch an Expedition, without being 
aflifted by fome of their Nation* However, 
the Adirondack received them with pleafant 
Countenances, and congratulated them on 
their Succefs. Thole of the FivtNotions made 
the other a Prefent of the bell of theirVenifon; 
They eat together with muchCivility, on both 
fides : But the-Adirondack* becoming Jealous of 
this Succcfs, confpired together, and in the 
Night time murdered all the fix Men of the 
Five Nations, while they llept.Next Morning 
the Adirondack follow’d their Foot-fteps, by 
which they had return’d to thcCabbin/antf 
found the place where they had hunted, and 
much Venifon which they had killed, which 
th £ Adirondack dryed, and carried homealon^ 
with them* 


The 
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The reft of the Five Nations enquired after 
their Companions; The Adirondack^ anfwercd 
very cooly, that they parted fcon after they 
had left home, and they knew not what w 
become of them. But the People of the Five 
Nations being impatient to know fomething 
certain of their Companions, fentout ieveral 
Parties in queft of them: They followed the 
FoQt-fteps of thofe Hunters, and found the 
fixDead Bodies, which the wild Beafts had dug 
up; and upon Examination found they had 
becnMurdered. They made many Complaints 
to the Chiefs of the Adirondack$, of the In¬ 
humanity of this Murder, who contented 
themfelves with blaming the Murderers, and 
ordering them to make foraefmail Prefcntsto 
the Relations of the murdered Perfbns, withr 
out being apprehenlive of the Refcntment of 
the Five Nations • for they look’d upon them as 
men not capable of taking any Revenge. 

Thofe of the Five Nations fbnother’d their 
Anger,and not being willing to tru ft themfelves 
any longer with the Adirondack*, they returned 
home ro their own People, who then lived 
near Montreal on the Banks of St.LawrtnceRiver f 
They gave an account of this AffafTmation to 
their Nation, who upon hearing it conceiv’d 
a vaft Indignation again ft the Adirondack, who 
being adviicd of the l’ecrct movements of the 
fivcNatims, Reiolv’d to oblige them to lute it 

to 
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to their Law, by force of Arms. The Five' 
Nations apprehending their Power, retired to 
the Southward of Cadarackui Lake , where 
they now live, and defended themfelves at 
hr ft but faintly againlt the Vigorous Attacks 
of the Adirondack^. But afterwards becoming 
more expert, and more ufed to War, they not 
only made a brave Defence, but likewife made 
themfelves Mafters of the great Lakes, and 
chafed th z Shawanons from thence. 

While the two Nations were at War, the 
French arrived and fettled in Canada , and the 
Five Nations having forced the Adirondacks to 
leave their own Country and retire towards 
jQuebeck^ the French thought themfelves obliged 
to aflifl their New Allies, the Adirondacks> 
without examining into the Rcafons of the 
War. 

Thus began a War and Hatred between 
the French and the Five Nations , which cofl the 
French much Blood, and more than once had 
like to have occafioned the entire Deftru&ion 
of their Colony. The War had driven the 
^Adirondack/ to Quebec^ and the defire of Trad-, 
ing with the French , had drawn likewife all 
their Allies that way, who agreed with them 
joyntly, to make War againlt the Five Nations, 
and to attack them in their otvn Country. 

Mr. Champlain defiring to give his Allies 
Proof of his Love,, and the Valour of the 

French 
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French Nation , put himielf at the Head of a 
Body of Adirondacks y and pafTed with them into 
CorlarsLake, which from this time th cFrench have 
called by Mr. Champlain's name. 

They had not long been in the Lake before 
they difeover’d a Body of the Five Nations 
going to War. As foon as they faw each 
other, Shouts and Crys began on both Sides. 
Mr. Champlain made his men keep their Canoes 
at fome diftance; The Five Nations in the mean 
time landed, and began to intrench themfelves, 
by cutting down the Trees round them; The 
Adirondack^ ftopt their Canoes near the Enemy, 
6 c fent to offer them Battel,’who anfwer’d, That 
they mu ft ft ay till Morning, when both fides would 
have th? Advantage of the Day Light : The night 
paffed in Dancing and War Songs, mixed 
with a thoufand Reproaches againft each other.' 
Mi\ChampLin\nd put (ow.e French in eachCanoe, 
and order’d them not to fhow themfelves, that 
their appearance might be the greater furprizc 
to the Enemy, in the time of the Battel. An 
foon as day light appeared, the Adirondacks 
landed, in order of Battel, 6c the Five Nations to 
the Number of 200 Men marched out of their 
Intrenchments, and put themfelves in order, 
with three Captains in the Front, having large 
Plumes of Feathers on their Heads, and then 
advanced with a grave Air and flow Pace. 
The Adirondack* gave a great Shout and open’d 

to 
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to the Right and Left, to give room for Mr. 
Chamlain and th z french to advance: This new 
Sight furpmed the Enemy, and made them 
halt, to confider it, upon which the irewfr 
firing, the three Captains were kill'd : This 
more furpm’d the Bvt Nations:, for they knew 
that their Cuptains had a kind of Cuiralsmade 
of pieces of Wood join'd together, that was 
Proof againft Arrows, and they could not 
perceive m what manner theWoundwas given, 
by w hich they fell lb fud dcnly. T hen the Adi¬ 
rondack% gave a terrible Shout, and attacked the 
Enemy, who received them bravely, but a 
fecond Volley from the french, put them into 
ftrch Confunon (having never before feen fire 
Arms) that they immediately fled. The A- 
dirmdxcki took twelve Prifoners, and as the 
Ctillom of the Indians is, burnt one of them 
alive, with great Cruelty ; His Torment had 
continued much longer than it did, if Mr. 
Cbumplxm had not hrCompanion, abhorrence 
of fuch Barbarity, Shot the poorWreth thro’ 
the Head. 

The Adirondacks having their Numbers thus 
very much tncreafed, and their fire Arms 
giving them new Confidence, proposed no¬ 
thing lefs to themfelves, than the entire De¬ 
ll ruction of the five Nations^ by open Force j 
And tiponthis their Young Warriors became 
Fierce and Infoleitt, and could not be -kept 

under 
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under any Difcipline, Order or SubjefHon to 
their Chiefs or Captains, but upon all Occa« 
fions rafhly attacked the Enemy, who were 
oblig’d to keepthemfelves upon the Defenfive, 
and to make up what they wanted in Force, 
by Stratagems, and a skillful management of 
the War. The Young Men of the Five Nations 
foon perceived the Advantages they gainM by 
this Conduct, and every day grew more fub- 
miflive to their Captains, and diligent in ex¬ 
ecuting any Enterprise, while the Adirondack^ 
confiding in their Numbers and their fire 
Arms, thought of nothing but of Conquering 
by meer Force. 

The Five Nations fent out fmall Parties only, 
who meeting with great Numbers of the Adi* 
rondacks , retired before them, with feeming 
Fear and Terror, while the Adirondacks pur-* 
fued them with Fury, and without thought, 
till they Were cunningly drawn into Ambuf* 
cades, where molt ot their men were killed, 
or taken Prifoncrs, with little or no lofs to the 
Five Nations. 

By thefe means and their being frequently 
furprized by the Five Nations , while they rc« 
main’d confident in their Number, the Adi- 
rondacks wafted away, and their boldeft Soldiers 
were almoft entirely deftroyed, while the 
Number of the Five Nations rather encreafed 

by 
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by the Addition of the Pnfoners which they 
took from th; Shawanons. 

It has been a conliant Maxim with the Five 


Nations, to lave the Children and Young Men 
of the People they Conquer,-toadopt theu. into 
their Own Nation, andto.educatc them as their 
own Children, without Dutinotion j Thele 
young People loon forget their own Country 
and Nation*; and by this Policy the Five Na¬ 
tions make up the Lodes which their Nation 
ibffers by rhePcople they lcrole in War. The 
Wife ft and be ft Soldiers of the Adirondack 
when it was too late, difeovered that they 
rauft imitate and learn the Art of War from 
thofe Enemies, that they at firit Ddpifed. 
Now five of their 6hief Captains endeavour 
to perform by themielves iingly, with Art 
and by Stratagem,what they could not perform 
by Force at the Head of their Armies ; but 
they having no longer any hopes of Con¬ 
quering their Enemies, their thoughts were 
only fet on Revenge. 

The Five Nations had taken one of the* chief 
Captains of the Adimdacks , and had burnt 
him alive. This gave Viskaret, who was the 
chief Captain of the Adirondack* fo deep a Re- 
fentment, that the Difficulty or Danger of 
the moft defperate Attempt made no lmpref-. 
Ern upon his Spirit, where he had the hope 
of Revenge. 


I 
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I fhall give the Particulars of thi$ from th e 
French Accounts ; for by it the nature of th$ 
Indians, and the manner of their making War* 
may be more callly underftood. 

Fiskar.t , with four other Captains, fetout 
fioin Tro’s Rivieres in one Canoe, each being 
provided with three Fuzees. In two Days 
they reached Sorel River , where they perceiv’d 
five Canoes of the Five Nations with ten Men 
in each. At firlt thofe of the Five Nations be¬ 
lieved that this Canoe was the van of fome 
confidence Party, and therefore went from 
it with all the force of their Paddles. When 
th y faw that after a confiderable time, no 
others followed, they returned, and as foon as 
they came within call, they raifed their War- 
Shout, which they call Sajfakue , and bid 
Piskaret and his Fellows Surrender. He 
anfwered, 1 hat he was their Prifoner, and 
that he could no longer furvive the Captain 
they had burnt; but that he might not be 
accufed of furrcndnng ,Cowardly, he bid 
them advance to the middle of the Rivei^, 
which they did, with furprizing Swift nefs. 
PisFmt had before hand loaded all his Arms 
with two Bullets each, which he joyn 3 d toge¬ 
ther with a fmall Wire ten Inches in length, 
with defign to tear the Canoes in pieces (which 
it could not fail to do,they being made only pf* 
birch Bark) and gave his Companions Dire- 
$ $ 
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£tion, each to chufe a Canoe, and level hit 
fhot between Wind and Water 

As the Canoes approached, he made as if 
he had delign’d to eicape j and to prevent him, 
thofe of the Five Nations feperated from each 
other with too much Precipitation, and Sur- 
rounded him, The Adirondack*, the better to 
amufe the Enemy, fung their Death Song, 
as ready to furrendcr thcmfelves, when every 
one fqddenJy took his Piece and fired upon the 
Canoes, which they Reiterated three times, 
with the Arms that lay ready. Thoie of the 
Five Nations were ex^treamly iurprizM ; for Fire 
Arms were dill terrible to them, and they tum¬ 
bled out of their Canoes, which immediately 
' •funk* The Adirondackj knock’t them all on the 
head in theWater,except fome of the chiefs that 
they madePrifoners, who’s Fate was as cruel as 
that of the Adirondack Captain, who had been 
burnt alive. 

Piskaret was fo far from having hisRevenge 
glutted with this Slaughter, and the cruel 
Torments with which he made his Prifoners 
dye, that it feem’d rather to give a keener edge 
to it j for he foon after attempted another enter- 
prize,in which the bolded of hisCountry-mca 
durd not accompany him. 

As he was well acquainted with theCou-ntry 
of the Five Nations , he let out alone about the 
,time that the Snow began to melt, with .the 

precaution 
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precaution of putting the hinder part of his 
Snow Shoes forward, that if anyfhoulu hap¬ 
pen upon his foot-fteps, they might think that 
he was gone the contrary way; and for fur¬ 
ther fecurity went along a Ridge, where the 
Snow was melted, and where his foot-fteps 
could not be difcovercd, but in a few places. 
When he found himfelf near one of the Vil¬ 
iams of the Five Nations he hid himfelf in a 
Jioilow Tree: In the Night he found out a 
Place nearer at hand, and more proper to re- 
tire into, for the execution of any Enterprize. 
H? found four Piles of Wood (binding clofe 
together,which th clnMans had provided againft 
th. Winter and their b.ufie times, in themiddlc 
of which was a hollow place, in which he 
thought he could fafely hide. The whole 
Viil. g: was fall aflecpwhen he enter’daCab.bin, 
lull’d fourPerfons and took off their Scalps, 
being all that wereinthe Houfe, and then re¬ 
turn’d quietly into his Hole. In the Morning 
the wholeVillage was in an Alarm, as loon as 
the Murder was difcovercd, and the young 
Men madeall pofTiblc haft: to follow the Mur¬ 
derer. Theydtlcovtr’dP<%m/ foot-fteps,which 
appear’d to them to be the foot-fteps of fome 
Pcrfon that fled ; this encourag’d them intheir 
Purfuit: Sometimes they lolt the Tract, and 
fometimes found it again, till at laft they en¬ 
tirely loft it, where the Snow was melted, and 

they 
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they were forced to return, after much ufdefs 
fatigue. Piskaret quiet in the midlt of his Enc* 
mies waited with impatience for the Night 
-As ibon as he faw that it was time to aft 
in the firit part of the night, when th c Indian 
are obferved to ileep very fail) he enter’d into 
another Cabbin, where he kill’d every Pcrfon 
in it, & immediately retired into his Wood-pile 
In the morning there was a greater Outcry than 
before, nothing was ieen but Wailing, Tears 
and a general Coniter nation. Every one run* 
inqueitof the Murderer, but noTraftto bi 
icen befides the Traft which they faw the da\ 
before. They fcarch$d the Woods, Swamp: 
and Clifts of the Rocks, but no Murderer tc 
be found. They began to fufpeft Piskaret 
who’s Boldnefs and Cunning was too wel 
known to them. They agreed that two mei 
next night Should watch in every Cabbin. A 1 
day long he was contriving fomc- new Stratagem 
he bundles up his Scalps, and in the night hi 
flips out of h.3 lurking place. He approach^ 
one of the Cabbins as quietly as potfible am 
peeps thro’ a hole to ice what could be done 
there he perceived Guards on the Watch, hi 
went to another,'where he found the fame care 
When h-e dil cover’d that they were every when 
upon their Guard he rcfolved to {trike his bfl 
blow, and opened a Door, where he found < 
Ciintincl npdding wi^h his Pipe in his mouth, 
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P.skaret fplit his Scull with his Hatchet, but 
had not time to take his Scalp, for another marl 
who watched at the other end of the Cabbing 
r,ufed the cry, and Pifkaret fled. The whole 
( Village immediately was in an Uproar, whild 
hegot off as faft as he could * Many purfued 
him, but as he was fo fwift as to run down the 
i Wild Cows and the Deer, the purfuit gave him 
' no great uneafmefs 5 When he perceived they 
\ came near him, he would Halloc to them, t(i 
> quicken their pace,tHen fpring from them like' 
r a Buck. When he gain’d any di ftan.ee he would 
s loiter till theycamc near, then halloe, and fly. 

) Thus he continued all day, with dcftgn to tire 
, them out, with the hopes of over-taking him. 

1 As they purfued only a Angle Man, live or 
1 fix only of the Nimbleft young Men con- 
1 tinned the CRace, till being tired they were 
, forced to reft in the Night, which when Pip 
: haret obfrrved, he hid hiiflfelf near them m a 
i hollow Tree. They had not time to take Vic- 

1 tuah with them, and being wearied 6c hungry^ 
, and not apprehending any Attack from a Angle 

2 Krfon that fled, they all foon fell a flee'p. Pip 
» ^imobfer'vM them,'fell upofitHcnS, kill’dtherrf 
“ all, and carried away their Lb) Scalps. 

Thefe 

• (b) Thefe are the Trophies of Victory which all the 

f Mian Nations, carry licJne with them, if they have rime 
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Thefe Stories may feem incredible to many, 
but will not appear to be Improbable to thofc 
who know how extreamly Revengeful the 
Indians naturally are. That they every day un¬ 
dertake thegreateft Fatigues, the longeft Jour¬ 
neys, and the greateft Dangers, to gratifie that 
Devouring Paffion, which ieems to gnaw their 
Souls, and gives them no cafe till it is fatisfied. 
Ail Barbarous Nations have been obferved to 
be Rcvengful and Cruel, the certain Confe- 
qucnces of an unbounded Revenge, as the 
Curbing of thefe Paffions is the happy Effed 
of beingCivilizcd. 

The Five Nations are fo much delighted with 
Stratagems inWar, that no Superiority of their 
Force makes them ncgledl them. They amu* 
fed therefore the Advrondacks and their Allies, 
the Qsatoghies, (called by the French, Hums) 
by fending to the French, and defiring Peace. 
The French defired them to receive fome 
Priefls among them, in hopes that thde 
prudent Fathers would by fome Art recoil- 
t ile them to the French, and engage their Af¬ 
fections* The Five Nations accepted the Offer, 
and fome Jcfuits went along with them. But 

after 
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after they liad the Jefuits in their Power, they 
ufed them only as Hoftages, and by that means 
obliged the French to be Neuter, while they 
prepared to Attack the AdirondackS and Qua* 
iogntts , and accordingly entirely dcftroy’d 
the Quatogbies in a Battel fought within two 
Leagues of Quebeck., while the French durft 
not give their Allies any affittance. 

Indeed the French Author lays, That if th» 
Five Nations had known the weaknefs of the 
French at that time, they might caiily have &*; 
ftroyed that Colony. 

The Defeat of the Qstatoghies ftruck Terror 
into all the Allies of the Adirondack.s , who 
were at that time very Numerous, becaufe of 
the benefit of the French Trade, which they 
had by their means; for before that time the 
Indians had not any Iron Tool among them, 

The Nipecenniens , who then lived on the 
Banks of St. Laurence. Fiver, fled to the North¬ 
ward, in hopes that the extream Coldnels of 
the Climate, and a barren Soil, would free 
them from the fear they had of- the Five Na¬ 
tions. The remainder of the Quatoghics fled, 
with the Vtawawas towards the Southweft- 
ward, and for their greater Security fettled 
in an Ifland, which the French (till call by 
their Name, which being further than the 
Name of the Five Nations had, at that time, 
Q reached* 
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reached, they thought themfelves fecure by 
the Diftance of the Place. 

This Expedition having fucceeded fo well, 
the Five Nations gave out, that they intended 
next Winter to vifit Tonnondio (the name they 
give to the Governor of Canada.) Thefe 
vllits are always made with much Show. 
They gather’d together tooo or 1*00 Men, 
and pafling over Coriders Lake , they fell in 
with Nicolet River , where it falls into the 
South fide of Lake St. Pierre in St. Laurence 
River, eight Leagues above Trots Rivieres • Six 
Scouts marched three Leagues before the 
Army, who met with Piskaret, as he return’d 
from Hunting, loaded with the Tongues of 
wild Gows. As they came near him, they 
fang their Song of Peace, and Pisl&ret tak¬ 
ing them for Ambafiadors, llopt, and fung 
his. It is probable that he having glutted 
his private Revenge, and his Nation having 
been long haraffed with a Cruel War, he 
too greedily fwallow’d the Bait: Peace be¬ 
ing what he and all his Nation ear^cftly 
defir’d. He invited them therefore to go 
along with him to his. Village, which was 
but two or three Leagues further: and a$ 
he went, he told them, that the Adirondack 
Were divided into two Bodies, one of which 
hunted on the North fide of fit. Lamm 
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River at Wabmache , three Leagues above TmV 
Rivieres , and the other at Nicvlet. One of 
the Scouts had on purpofe (laid behind, this 
Man followed Piskaret 9 and coming up be*® 
hind him, knockt him on the Head with 
his Hatchet. Then they all returned to their 
Army with Pisk*rcfs Head. The Five Na+ 
tions immediately divided like wife into two 
Bodies, they ibrprized the Adirondack and, 
cut them in pieces. 

Thus the mod War-like ^nd Polite Natioit 
of all the Indians in North-America was almofb 
entirely Deflroy’d by a People they at fiflfc 
defpifed, and by a War which their Pride and 
Injuftice brought upon them. Immorality has 
ever rtim’d the Nations where it abounded,, 
whether they were Civilized or Barbarians, 
as Jtfftice and ftrift Difcipline has made o- 
thers Flourish aUd grow Powerful. 

A very few Adirondaehs now remain in 
feme Villages near Qttebeck^ who ftill wafte 
away and decay, by their drinking Strong 
Waters, tho 5 When the French fir it fettled 
gnebeck^ ijoo Men of them lived between 
that and Silleri, which are only a League 
dilhnt, befides thofe that lived at S*gnenay % 
Trois Rivieres , and fome other places. After 
this Battle the Adirondack! have never beeri 
confidered as of any coniequence, either in 
Peace or War. 
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The Quatoghies and V'fawawas Toon began 
to be in want of the European Commodities, 
and their defire to make themielves confide- 
rable among their new Friends, fet theiri 
upon attempting to return to trade at Quc* 
fcekjj by which means the place of their re« 
treat was difcover’d to the Five Nations, who 
fiot having their Revenge fatiated, io long 
as any of that Nation remain’d, refolved at 
all hazards to march through thefe vaft un¬ 
known Deferts, to fatisfy their cruel Pafiion. 
The Quatoghies had the good Fortune to 
difeover them time enough to make theix 
Efcape, and fled to the Putewatemics , who 
liv’d a days Journey further, where they 
and all the Neighbouring Nations fecur’d 
themfelvcs in a large Fort. The Five Nations 
followed, but being in want of Provifions, 
they could not attempt a Siege* and there¬ 
fore propos’d a Treaty to the Putewatemies , 
which was accepted. The Putewaumies a- 
grecd to a League of Frienafliip, in which 
they acknowledged the Five Nations to be the 
Matter of all the. Nations round them, ap¬ 
plauded their Valour, and promifed to flip- 
ply them with Provifions* but would noi 
mitt themfelvcs out of their I' ort. Tht 
Putewatcmies accordingly fent them out a fup- 
ply of PrQvifions, but with defign to effect, 
by Treachery, what they durtt not attempt 
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jy Forte; for they PoiTon’d all the Provi- 
aoiis This -was difcovcr’d to them by an 
j]d Quatoghie, who had a Son Prifoner a- 
tmong 'the Five Nations . His aflfe&ion for his 
jjon overcame his hatred to his Country’s 
j Enemies. This Treachery enraged the Five 
I, Nations againft the Putewatcrmes , and the 
I Neighboaring Nations, but Famine obliged 
[them to return at this time, and to (operate 
[their Army into Parties, the better to pro¬ 
vide for their Subfiltence by Hunting. One 
, 0 f thefe Parties fell in with a Village of the 
[ Chtchtaghicks (call’d by the French, Ilinois ) and 
[ furpriz’d the old Men, Women and Chil- 
i dren, when the young Men were abroad 
i Hunting, but they upon their return ga- 
t ther’d all the reft of the Villages, purfued 
f the party of the Five Nations, and recover’d 
i the Priloners, 

This was the firft time that the Five Nations 
\ had appear’d in thofe Parts, but their Name 
t was become fa Terrible, that theChicktaghicks, 
: notwithftanding of this Advantage, left their 
,, Country, and fted to the Nations that lived 
. Weftward, till the general Peace was fettled 
i by the French, and then they return’d to 
«! their own Country. 
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CHAP. II. 

Their Wars and Treaties of Peace with the French, 
' from 166J. to 16S3. and their affairs mik 
New-York in that Time* 

I N fane, l66y, Monf de Trap being Ap¬ 
pointed Vice*Roy of America * arrived at 
Rebeck, after he had vifited all thelilands in 
*he Weft-Indies, and brought with him four 
Companies of Foot. In September of the fame 
year Mr. Compel arrived with the Goulmiffion 
of Governor General of Canada, with eleven 
Veffels, which tranfported a Regiment, and 
fevcral Families, with all things neceflary for 
the eftabl idling of a Colony. The French Force 
being thus fo confiderably augmented* he re¬ 
vived in the Winter to fend out a Party 
againft the Mohawks, which by the Cold*’ 
and their not knowing the ufe of Snow-Shoes* 
fuffered very much, without doing any thing 
sigaind: the fenemy. 

This Party fell in with Schenetiady, a final! 
Town which Corlacr ( a conliderable Man 
among the Dutch) had then newly fettled.* 
When they appear’d near Schenettady they 
were almoft kill’d with Cold and Hunger, 
aMfue/mians, who then were in that Village, 

had 
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had entirely finifhed their Ruin, if Corlaer , 
(ip Companion of fellow Chnfiians) had not 
contriv’d their efcape. He had a mighty In¬ 
fluence over the Indians , and it is from him 
that all the Governors of New.York are call’d 
tyrlaer by the Indians to this Day, tho’ he 
himfelf never was Governor. He perfwaded 
the Indians that this \vas but a final 1 Party o£ v 
the French Army, come to amufe them, chat 
the great Body was gone dire&ly towards their 
Catties, aipd that it was necellary for them 
immediately to go in Defence of their Wives 
and Children : which they did. As foonas 
the Indians were gone, he fent to the French 9 
and fupply’d them with Provisions to carry 
them back. The French governor, in order 
to. Reward fo fgnat a Service, invited Corlaer 
to Canada* and, no doubt, with defign ta 
make ufe of his Interefl: with the Indians ii\ 
foipe Projeft, in favour of the French Colony ^ 
but as he went through the Lake (by the 
French call’d Champ-lain) his Canoe was Qwei\ 
fet, and he drowned. From this Accident that 
Lake has ever finee been call’d Corlaers Lak* r 
by the People of New-Tor^. 

There is a Rock in this Lake, on whiclv 
the Waves dafli and fly up to a very great; 
height, when the Wind blows ft long; the 
Indians fancy, that an Old Indian lives tinder 
this Rock, who has the Power of the W inds, 

and 
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and therefore as they pafs this Rock in their 
Voyages through this Lake, they always 
throw a Pipe or fome Tobacco , or fomething elle 
to this Old Indian , and pray a favourable 
Wind. The Eng/ifi that often pafs with them, 
fometimes laugh at them • but they are fare 
to he told of Coriders Death with a grave air. 
Your great Country-man- Corlaer (fay they) * 
he pajfedby this Rcch, jefied at our Fathers mfm 
Prefents to this Old Irdian, and in derifion tarrii 
tip his. Back fide towards the Rocky but this si {from 
<toft him his Life. 

. But the next Spring the Vice-Roy and the 
Governor, with 28 Companies of Foot, and 
all the Inhabitants of the Colony, marched 
into the Country of the Mohawky, withade- 
iign to deftroy this Nation, which by the War 
not only prevented their Commerce with other 
Indians, but even prevented the Settlemcntof 
the Colony. This certainly was a bold At¬ 
tempt, to march thus above 250 League 
from Quebec!^ through unknown Forrclis; 
but all they were able to do, was to burn fome 
or their Villages, and to Murder fome Old 
Men, that (like the Old Roman Senators) would 
rather dy G than defert their Houfes. 

This Expedition, however, gave the Fivt 
Nations Apprehenfions they had not before; 
for they never before that faw fo great a Num¬ 
ber of Europeans , whofe .Fire-Arms were e.v 
4 ,... trcamly 
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treamly Terrible, and they therefore thought 
proper to fend and beg a Peace, which was 
concluded in 1667. 

But they being naturally very Enter- 
prizing and Haughty, a Party of the Five 
Nations met with a Party of the French a hunt¬ 
ing, and quarrelled with them. The French 
Author does not inform us of the particu¬ 
lars : But it ieems the Indians had the Ad¬ 
vantage, for they kill’d feveral of the French 
and carried one Priloner into their own 
Country. Monl. Be Conrfel lent to Threaten 
the Five Nations with War, if they did not 
deliver up thelc Murderers. 

The Five Nations being at this time appre- 
hcnfive of the French Power, fent Agariata, the 
Captain of the Company that did the Mifchief, 
with forty others, to beg Peace ; but Mr. 
Courfel was refolved to make an Example of 
Agari at a* He therefore ordered him to be 
HangM, in the Prefence of his Country-men, 
which kind of Death they having never feen 
before,it (truck them with Terror,& the French, 
think that this Severity was a great means of 
preferving the Peace till the year 1683. 

The Dutch having fettled New-Tork in 1 6c 9, 
(which they call’d the New-A etherlands) they 
enter’d into an Alliance with the Five Nations, 
which continued without any Breach on 
either lide, and were frequently ufeful to the 
D French , 
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French , in faying the French that werePrifoneri 
from the Cruelty of the Indians , as before ob- 
ferved.^ 

In 1664. New-torkd was taken by the Englift^ 
who immediately entred into an Alliance and' 
Ffiendfhip with the Five Nations , which ha& 
Continued without the lead: Breach to this Day; 
Hiftory, I am afraid, cannot inform us of ait 
Inftance of the Moft Chriftian or Moft Catholic ^ 
King Obftrving a League fo ftridtly, and forfo 
long a time as thele Barbarians have done. 

Both the Englift and French (Peace being 
every where fettled) endeavour to extend their 
Commerce and Alliances among the Indiant 
which lie to the Weft ward of New-Tork^ The 
French in their Meafures difeover’d a Defign 
of Conquering and Commanding; for Mr, 
dc Frontenac, who had lucceeded in the Go¬ 
vernment of Canada in the Year 1672, per-* 
fwaded the Indians to allow him to build a 
•Fort at Cadarackui) under the Notion of a 
Store for Merchandize and lecurity for his 
Traders, and under the lame pretence built 
fmall Forts at fome other eonfiderable Paftes 
far in the Country. 

The Englijh and Dutch Profecuted their 
'Meafures only with the Arts of Peace, by 
■lending People among the Indians to gain their 
Affections, and to perfwade them to come to 
Albany to Trade; but tv‘11 thefe honelt 

Deligns 
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Defigns met with Obftru&ion, and had no c 
fo canliderable Succefs, by reafon of the War 
with th c Dutch, as otherwife they might hav^ 
had; for in the Year 1674. dSlew-TorJ^ being. 
SurprizM by the Dutch , and Rcftor’d, the 
alterations in Government and of 'Matters, 
obftructed very much the defigns of gain¬ 
ing the Indians. Their Frade was likewiie 
confiderably 'Kindred by the War, which 
the Five Nations had with the (c) River In - 
Mans, which forced many of the River Iria 
dim to feek ihelter among the Vtawawas , 
vho fell under the French Government. 

At laft the English, Dutch and French ha¬ 
ying made Peace in Europe, and the Govern 
nor* of New-Ton \ likewife having obtain'd a 
Peace between the Five Nations and Mahikrn- 
Mrs or River Indians , the Enghjh and French 
yycrc at full liberty to prolecute their de¬ 
figns of 'extending their Commerce among 
the Indians , which both did with very con¬ 
siderable fucccfs and advantage to the In- 
Habitants of their Colonies. 

But ' this Juftice mutt be done to the French, 
tliat they far exceeded the Enghjh in the da¬ 
ring attempts of lome of their inhabitants, 
iji travelling very far among unknown /«- 
P2 diatts, 


{c) The Indians living on the Banks of Hudfons River } 
within 01 near the English Settlements; 
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dians, difcovering new Countries, and ever? 
•where fpreading the Fame of the French 
Name and Grandeur, by making themfelvcs 
the Arbitrators in all difference between the 
Indian Nations. The Sieur Perot deferves to 
be remember’d, who pulhed his Difcoveries 
as far as the Psttewatttnies and Indians living 
found the farther Lakes, with the greatef 
Fatigues and Danger. He acquired the Lan¬ 
guages of many Nations, and brought them 
to Canada to 1 rade, before the Peace was 
made with the Five Nations. In the Year 1667 
he accomparied the Officer that was fent to 
the Fall of St.M.ry , to take Pofleflion of 
all that Country, in the name of the French 
Kmg, in the prclence of many of the Sachems 
of the Nations that liv’d round the Lakes, 
where there was an Alliance agree’d to with 
the French, but (ev’n by the French Books) 
no Subjection was Promifed. 

In the Tear 1697. Mr. De la Sale built a 
Sloop or Bark of fixty Tons on Ohfwego Lake, 
and provided her with great Guns. He car¬ 
ried this Veflel as far as Mijfilimacktnack, and 
there loaded her with Furrs and Skins, and 
then went on the Difcovery of the Mififipi, 
He only left five or fix French on board to 
carry her back to Oniagara : But the Indians 
ehtertain’d luch a Jeaioufy of this floating 
Caftle, that they relolv’J fecretly to deftroy 

- ' iV 
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it, tho 5 they expreft nothing to Mr. De U 
Sale, but Admiration of the extraordinary 
Machine, and fent for all the Nations round 
to come to fee it. When they were to¬ 
gether they confulted how to furprize and 
deftroy it; and this defign they kept fo fe- 
cret, not only before the Execution, that 
Mr. De U Sale had llo lufpicion of it, but 
afterwards likewife, for it was long be¬ 
fore it was known what became ot this 
Veil'd. At firft they thought of killing all 
the French among them, and throwing them- 
felves on the EngLfh for their Proteftion; 
but their Courage fail’d them. They thought 
they might aft with more fecurity after Mr. 
De la Sale and his Company Ihould be gone 
on their intended Dilcovcries. The French 
having no fufpicion of their defigns, permit¬ 
ted a Number oi Indians to come on board 
in a Bay where the Bark came to an Anchor, 
in her return, and the Indians taking advan¬ 
tage of their Nunbers, and the fecuritj of 
the French , murder’d the M:n and burnt the 
Veil'd. 

The Courage and Refolution of thefe 
Gentlemen ought to be taken Notice of, 
for their Honour, notwithftanding that the 
FnlJh fay, that the Barrenncfs and Poverty 
of Canada pufhes the Men of Spirit there 

upon 
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upon Enterprizes they would not attempt 
jf they liv’d in the Province of NewTor^ 

■ ■■■ - -—, - 

CHAP. III. 

The Affairs of the Five Nations with the Neifii* 
homing Engiifh Colonies . 

* I f He Five Nations being now amply fup. 
'«■* ply’d with Fire-Arms and Ammunition, 
give full fwing to their War-like Genius, 
and therefore refolv’d to Revenge theAffronts 
they had at any time receiv’d from their 
Neighbours. The ncareftNations as they were 
attackt, commonly flying to thofe that v vere 
further off, the Five Nations purfued This; to¬ 
gether with a defire they had of Conquering 
and of making all the Nations round them 
their Tributaries, or to acknowledge the 
■Five Nations to be their Matters, made the 
FiveNations over-run the greatefi: part of North- 
America. They ‘carried their Arms as far 
South as Carolina , and to the Northward of Neiv- 
Fnglank , and as far Weil: as the River AFfiffipi , 
Over a vaft Country which extends 1200 Miles 
in Length, from North to South, and about 
fix .hundred Miles [in Breadth, and entirely 
Defiroycd many ’Nations' that made Refill-* 
Alice. 

Thefe 
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Thefe War-like Expeditions often prov’d 
Troublefom to the Colonics of Virgima and ' 
Mxnland', for not only the Indian* who were 
friends to thofe Colonies, became Vidims to 
the Fury of the Five Nations^ but the Chrifttan 
Inhabitants likewife were involv’d often in the 
father Calamity. 

For this reafon about the year 1677. the 
Government of Maryland fent Coll. Coarfey to 
Many to make a League of Friendfhip be¬ 
tween Virginia and Maryland on the onepait, 
and the Five Nations on the other; but this 
League was foon lhalcen by fomc Parties ot 
the Oneydoes , Onondagas and Sennekas , who- 
| were out when this Covenant was made, and. 

1 were ignorant of it. One of thefe Parties 
: met with the Sufyuehana Indians, who were in; 

I Friend ihip with Maryland, and fell upon them, 
kill’d four, and took fix Prifoners. Five ot 
| thefe Prifoners fell to the fhare of the Sennek$s y 
who, as foon as they arriv’d in their Country, 

I lent them back withPrefents, to fhew that they 
1 kept to their League with Maryland j but the 
Oneydoes detain’d "the Prifoncr they had. 

Another Party that went againft the 
* Canagejfe Indians (Friends of Virginia) were 
furpnzed by a Troop of Virginia Horle^who 
kill’d one-Man and took a Woman Prifoneiv 
The Indians in Revenge kill’d four of the 

1 Inhabi- 
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Inhabitants, and carried away their Scalps, 
with fix Chnfiian Prifoners. 

The Mohawks all this while kept them (elves 
ftri&ly to their League, and buffered none of 
their Indians to go towards Virginia and 
Maryland, 

There is rcafon to think that the Dutch, who 
lived at SchencEhzdy at that time, fpirited up the 
Indians a gain ft the Enghjh - 7 For the Commander 
at Albany hearing that the Five Nations , (the 
Onydoes efpccially) were in an Alarm from 
lorne jealouly that they had entertain’d of the 
Enghjh at Neu'-Totf lent Arnout and Daniel, two 
Interpreters of the Indian Language, to per- 
iwade them to come to Albany , in order to be 
ailured.of th c Eng/ijh Friendfhip* and to have 
thei rjealouly remov’d. Which the Interpreters 
L wing happily brought to pafs, Swerijfe , one of 
the chief Men or Sachims of th eOntjdces ex¬ 
cus’d hisCountry-mcn at Albatyyhc 15th olTV- 
bru.ry 1678.9. as follows. 


IVY 


' Father CorUcr \ 

E are now come to fpea kto you of 
fome ll range Occurences that have 
‘ c lately happened. 

“ Lad Harveffc one of our Indians, call’d, 
Trct'hts.nendo , went to Schenectady to buy 
j he was told of the Mifchief we had 

u done 


‘ goods 
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“done in Virginia ; To which the People of 
«Schenettady added, That the Eriglijti of this 
« Government were very Angry, and that 
“they would kill us. 

“Soon afterwards another of our Indians, 

« call’d, Adagounwa, went to Schenettady, in 
“ his way to Albany ; He was told by the 
“ People there. That if he went forward to 
“Albany he might fing to Morrow, for the 
“ English there would bind and kill him; 
“Whereupon he and another Indian immedi¬ 
ately returned, and brought this Report to 
“ to our Caftle at Oneido.' 

“ But we now fee thcGovernors good heart, 

“notwithstanding of all this bad News. 

“At hit the People of Schenettady told five 
“of our Indians, who intended for Albany , 
“That if they went forward they would all 
“be Dead Men; upon which one run im- 
“ mediately back, but the other four went 
“ forward. r I his Man, (who is called Omi- 
“ wahrarihta ) told us, That the other four 
“ Mm were taken by the English, and that two 
“or three hundred Men were upon-their way 
“to tight us. Upon hearing of this, I ac¬ 
knowledge, that though 1 , Swerife , be a 
“Sachem, i left the AtKiir wholly to our 
“Soldiers, feeing that they were Soldiers 
* who cameagain ft us ; Whereupon our Men 
“immediately Rcfolv’d to lortihc the Cattle. 

J E “ White 
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“ While this was doing the War-Shout was 
ic raifed* Our Men call’d out, That Horfe-mtn 
u came again ft us \ Now we jhalL be put to it, 
“Thefe prov’d to be the two Interpreters; 
“ who being receiv’d into the Gallic, our 
tc young Soldiers, whole Spirits had been ve- 
<c hemently raifed, run round them with their 
“ Hatchets in their hands, threatning to kill 
them. But I, Swerijfe , did what 1 could to 
“ pacifie our Men, and told the Meflengers, 
Ci That we would hear them to Morrou /. 

“ Father Corlat'r ; We defire that your Anger 
u may be appealed, and that your Mind may 
“ be quieted. We give no credit to the 
<c ftories which our Indians brought us from 
“ ScheneStady, and we fhall not believe any 
fuch Stories for the future Seeing all of us 
“ to the Weft ward, ev’n from New-Torl^ to the 
“Semtc'zas, are under one Government* Why 
Cc is SchencRady the only bad place ? for We 
“ hold firmly to the Old Covenant. 

Then he gave a Belt of Wampum ( d ) 

He 


• (cl) Wampum is the current Money among the Indians^ 
it is made of the large Whelk Shell ( Briccinttm ) and .shaped 
J;kelong Beads. With this, put upon firings, they nuke 
thefe Beits, which they give in all their Treaties, as fignsof 
Confirmation, to remain with the other Party. The 
Wampum is of two forts, --viz. IVkife and Black y the Black 
is the rareft, and mo ft valuable, By a regular mixing of 
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He in the next place gave an account of 
what had happened in Virginia, And then 
laid, 

“ father Corlaer ; 

“Haye Pity on pur Indian Prifoners, as 
«We have had on thefe Prifoners (viz. A 
Woman and her two Children ) “which WC 
“now deliver to you, notwithftanding that 
“they have been giv’n away, according to 
“ our Cuftom. We pray therefore his H o- 
“ nour to take Pity on our People that a re 
“Prifoners, cfpecially on the Indian Woman, 
“his Kins-Woman, whom he hath adopted as 
“ a Grand-Child. Let them be Relealed, i£ 
iC alive, otherwife give us fome of the Cana- 
“flora Indians in their room. As to the other 
“three Chriftian Prifoners, the Woman and 
“her two Children that are yet with us, We 
“defire firft to have our Indians Reftored, 
“or others in their room, before they be De* 
“ livered. 


the Black and White they diflinguish their Belts with va-. 
lious Figures , which they often fuit to the Occafion of 
making u(e of them, Wqmpum Jis called Zeiuant by th$ 
fyticb in this Province. 

E i Governor 
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Governor /.tidrofs, being acquainted by 
Letter with this laft Propoial of thzOneydoes 
required the immediate Delivery of the Ghril 
ftian Prifoners, and promifed to write to 
Virginia to have the Indian Prifoners faved. 
Some Prefents being given to to the Onndoes T 
they anfwered, 

u We Thank the Governor for his good 
“Inclination and Affcdtion. Our Heart is 
“ good, and We fee his Heart is like wife good ■ 
“ if it was other.wifc we could not live : Wc 
“ thank theGovernor for the Prefentnow giV n 
“ us : It is his Wellcome from England. 

“ Father Corlxer , We are your Children 
u and the Mohawks your Brethren, are like- 
“ wife our Fathers. We rejoyce bcCaule your 
“Heartsare good. Since the Governor is 
“notfatisfied with thefe three Prifoners, wc 
“have now unanimoufly Relolvcd to brin<* 
“ the other three which are ft ill with us, as 
“ foon as poffibk ; but the Rivers are now fo 
“ full of Water,that we cannot bring them this 
“ Moon, but the next Moon, I, SwtriJJe , pro- 
“ mife to come with them. 

cc We obey the Governors Orders, that 
“ wc may not be afhamed, and therefore We 
“ Releafe all the Prifoners. We hope the 
“Governor will likewife a & fo as he need 
“not be afhamed. 

“ Wcdo not now fay, that we will lee our 

Prifoners 
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a p r ifoners before we deliver the other Chri- 
“ (Hans, but refer this Affair wholly to the 
u Governor’s Wildom, which* we hope, will 
“tend to our good and continued Wellfair. 
« fay again, That we will bring the three 
« Chriftian Priloners by the full opportunity 
“of to Weather. 

“ We likewife make known to our Father 
« CorUcr , That in our Fury and Anger (after 
“the People of the South had fallen upon us) 
“We took thefe fix Prifoners, and afterwards 
“four Scalps were brought by our People, 
“ and no more. 

“ We fpeak as Oneydocs , for our felves. It 
“the S*fq*ehatia or Delaware Indians have 
“done any Mifchief, let not that be impu¬ 
ted to us. 

“ Eight of our People are now out again it 
“the Chriftians , of which we told Aernout 
“and Daniel when they were at our Cattle. 
“ They know nothing of what wc have 
“now ngree’d to, and therefore if they fhould 
«happen to do any harm, let it be palled 
“bv, for they are entirely Ignorant of the 
“Governor’s Orders, if they fhall do any 
“thing, we fhall not keep it lecret. If any 
j “ of the Chriftian Prifoners fhall dye before 
“we bring them, we fhould be forty, yet 
j “ they are Mortal. 55 

Accordingly in May following the Oneydoes 

brought 
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brought the other three Prifoners to Albany 
And on the 24th of that Month Swenjfe made 
the following Speech, when he deliver’d 
them to the Commander at Albany, and the 
Commiflioners for Indian Affairs. 

cc Bretheren \ 

“ \7 \ 7 E areepmeto this place with much 
“ V V Trouble, as we did laft Winter, 
“ and renew the Requeft we then made, that 
“ fix Indians be deliyered to us in the room of 
“thefi xChrifiians, in cafe thofe of our People 
■ • who are Prifoners in Virginia be dead. None 
“ of our Indians have gone ou> againft the 
4 - Englifi fince we were laft here • but we have 
c - told you that fomeof ours were then out,who 
iC were ignorant of the Governor’s Orders, 
and we defired that if they happen’d to. 
u do any harm, it might riot be ill taken. Now 
“ thirteen of our People who, went againft 
“ our Indian Enemies, met with eighteen 
“ Englijh on Horfeback, as far from any of 
6C the Evgltfi Plantations as Cahnmga ( e) is 
from Albany. They fir’d upon our Peo- 
“ p.le • ours being Soldiers, return’d their 
“ Fire and kill’d two Men and two Horfes, 
“ and brought away their Scalps. 

It would be convenient that the Gover-‘ 


U) The hid Mohawk Caftlq, 
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«« nor acquaint the People of Virginia, not to 
“ fend their Men fo far abroad, for if they 
“ fhould happen to meet our Parties in their 
“way againlt our Enemies, the Cahnowas , 
tl whom the Eng/ifn call Arogifti , dangerous 
“ Confequenccs might follow. 

“ Wc have now fubmitted to the Gover- 
“ nor’s Order, in bringing the three other 
“Chriftiari Prifoncrs. When we were here 
u laft Winter, we left the Affair of our Pri- 
« foders wholy to the Governor, and pro- 
u milcd to bring the three Chrillian Prifo- 
“ ners tfiat ferriainM with us. This wc have 
u now perform’d : But where are our Prifo- 
“ ners, or if they be dead, the others in 
“ their room, tho’ it be already fo late in 
the Spring: However, we frill refer this 
u to the Governor* 

(Then taking the thrift ian Girl, who was 
a Priforef,* by the hand, laid) “ This Girl 
il was deliver’d to art Indian Sqxa (f) here 
«preterit, who’s Brother then was kill’d* 
“ If we had been full of Wrath, and not 
u afraid of further lnconveniencics, wc would 
have burnt her. 

(Taking the Boy, another of the three, by 
the hand, laid) “ This Boy was giv’n to an 
KIa dun here prefent. but he is now free. 

“ We 


If ) A Woxtfan. 
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‘‘ We have now perform’d our Promifes, 
“ and are not afhamed. We hope CorUcr , 
u who. Governs the whole Country, will 
44 likewifc do that of which he needeth not 
44 be afhamed. 

44 CorUer governs the whole Land, from' 
44 New-York^ to Albany , and from thence to 
44 the Sennckas Land ; We who are his Sub- 
44 jcfts fhall faithfully keep the Covenant 
“Chain: Let bin perform his Promife, as 
44 we have perform’d ours, that the Covenant 
44 Chain be not broken on his fide, who go* 
44 verns the whole Country. 

44 CorUers Limits, as we have faid, ftretch 
44 fo far cv’n to Jacob my Friend, or Jacob 
44 Young, and we have heard that Corl er is 
4,4 in good Corrcfpondence with Firgmni and 
44 Maryland-, Why is it then that our Pco- 
44 pie, who are Prifoners, are not reftored? 
44 Let what wc now lay be well oblcrved, 
44 for we have obferved the Governor’s Or* 
44 ders. 

Laftly (taking the Woman Prifoncr by 
the hand, faid) 44 This Woman was given 
44 to that Indian , (punting,) but is now free, 
44 being the lixth. If thofe of bur People 
44 who are Prifoners be Dead, let us haielix 

Indians in rheir room. It is not by my Au- 
44 thoriry that thefe Prifoners have been ro 
44 Jcaied, but by the good Will of them to 

44 whom 
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•‘whom they were given. 

« Our Soldiers are to go out againft the 
« ficivagtinhas, let us have Ammunition cheap. 5 ’ 

Then the Commiffioners gave them Prefents 
for their kind Ulageof the Prifoners. 

After which Sweriffe flood up and faid, 
<‘ Let CorUer take care that the Indian Squa 
“ that is wanting come again, and for tho’fe 
that are killed, others in their room. If 
« CorUer will not hearken to us in this Affair, 
*• W e fhall not hereafter hearken to him in 
w any. 5 ’ 

They hearing afterwards that thefc laft 
words were ill taken, Swerife, Jehonongtra and 
Kanobwagf, three of the chief Onejdo Sachems 
cxculed it, flying, u What we laid of not 
“ hearkening any more to CorUer , was not 
« from the heart, but only byway of Dif- 
u courfe, to make Corlaer " more careful to 
“ releafc our People that are Prifoners; for 
« it was fa id after your Anfwcr, and without 
“ layinfi down either Bevcr or any Belt or 
‘ 6 Wampum, as we always do when we make 
“ (£) Proportions j Therefore we defire that 


( g) The word Proportion ha? been always ufed by the 
Commiflirmcrs for IvJian Affairs at Albany , to figiufie Prc- 
pfals or A, tides, in the Treaties cr Agreements made 


F 
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“ if it be noted, it may be blotted out, and 
“ not made known to Corlaer • for we hold 
ce firmly to our Covenant, as we faid in our 

Propofitions. 

They at the fame time told. That the Sin- 
nondowans (£ ) came to them with eight Belts, 
defiring that they Ihould no longer prolecute 
the War with Virginia, or Virginia Indians^ but 
to go with them to War againft ‘the Dowa- 
ganhas , ( i) a Nation lying to the North-weft 
ward ; and that the Stnnekas did defire them 
to fet thefe Chrifitans at Liberty, and to car¬ 
ry them to Albany. All which they faid 
they promifed to do. 

The Five Nations continuing ftill to be 
troublefome to Virginia, that Government, in 
September following, fent Col. William Kendall 
and Col. Southley Littleton to Albany , to Re- 
iu\v and Confirm the League between Vir¬ 
ginia and the hive Nations . Col. Littleton dy’d 
at Albany before the Indians arriv’d. Col. 
Kendall ipokc to the Oneydoes , as follows, 


(/;) A CafUc of the Sennekas , from whence the French 
call all the Sennekas , TJonontouan . 

(/) Comprehended under the General name of Uta- 
Kvawas. 
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The Proportions of Col. William Kendall md Col . 
. Southley Littleton Commif oners fent^ by the 
Governor , Council and Burgejfes of Virginia, 
at a Grand Ajfembly held m James-City. 

« I 7\ 7E, are come from Virginia, being, 
« V V as all thefe Countries, are, under 
“the Great King Charles , to fpeak to 
“ you upon Occaiion of fome of yours ha- 
«ving entred our Houfcs, taken away and 
“ deftroy’d our Goods and People, and 
“brought fome of our Women and Chil¬ 
dren Captives into your Cattles, contrary 
“to your Faith and Promife. It is alfo a 
“Breach of the Peace made with Col. Cour- 
“ fey, without any Provocation or Injury in 
“ the leaft done by us, or ditturbing you in 
“your Hunting, Trade, or Patting, until yon 
“ were found taking our Corn out of our 
“ Fields, and plundering and burning our 
Houles. 

“ Tho’ your Actions already donearefuf- 
“ ficient Reafons to enduce us to a violent 
“War againft you, which might engage all 
“ gur Confederate Enghjh Neighbours, Sub- 
i “ jecls to our great King Charles j yet through 
“the great Refpedt wc have to and the Per- 
“ fwahons of the Governor here, whom we 
“find your great Friend, and the Informal 

lion 
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“ tion that he has given us, that you have 
** quietly and peaceably deliver’d to him 
“ the Prifoners you had taken from us, who 
“ are alfo returned fafely into our Country, 
<c and your Excufing the fame, and Inclina- 
“ tion to continue Peaceable, without Inju- 
66 ring us for the future. We are therefore 
€C willing, and have, and do forgive all the 
<s Damages which you have done our Pco- 
“ pie, tho* very great, Provided neither you 
“ nor any living among you, for the future, 
cc do not offend or moldl our People orln- 
“ dians living amongft us. 

u And we do acquaint you, that we have 
<c a Law in our Country, that all Indium 
<c coming near Chriftians mull (land ftill, and 
<c lay down their Arms, as a token of their 
“ being Friends, or other wife are. taken and 
“ loakt upon or deftroyed as Enemies. 
“ Therefore defire you will take notice 
“ thereof accordingly, for we have many of 
“ our People in the Woods abroad every 
“ way. 

He fpofee to the M*haw\ ,r, and the other 
Nations feperately from th zOneydocs, bccaufe 
the other Nations were fiippoicd not to 
have done any Mifchief. 

w We are come here from Virginia upon 
tc occafion of fome of your Neighbours do- 
u ing of Mifchief or Hana in oijr Country, 

‘‘ which. 
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u w hich upon the Interpofition and Per (wa¬ 
tt j* l0n of the Governour here, we have who- 
«ly pa fled by and forgiven. And being 
“inform’d, that you are not concern’d thcre- 
“ in, but diiowning fuch Actions, we did 
te (jjflre to fee you, and to let you know 
“rlr.it continuing the like good peaceable 
“ Neighbourhood, youfhall find us the lame, 
and ^willing to do you Fncndfhip at all 
“times, but we maft acquaint you, that we 
“ have ? a Law, BV. ” (repeating the fame 
words which he ipoke to the Oneydoes on 
that fubjett.) . 

On the Twenty fifth, he thought it nccef- 
iary to repeat this lalt Speech to ch z Mohawks 
by themlelves, who after they had receiv’d 
foine Prefents, anfwered on the Twentyfixth 
before Noon, 

arc glad to fee you here, and ro 
“ V V fpeak with you in this place, where 
“ we never law you before. We underflood 
“ your Propofitions; We thank you for your 
« P,cf:nts and fhall give you an Anlvver Afccr- 
“ noon. 

in the /Jjter noon they {aid., 
i - Bretberen \ 

u You have had no flnnll trouble to come 
“ hither from Virginia, for it is a long Journey. 
“ We are at your requefl, and with our Go- 

u vernors 





46 Hifior) of the five Chap. III. 

“ vernors Content, come to meet you in this 
“ Houfe, which is appointed tor our Treaties, 
“ to hear you fpeak, and to give you an Ari- 
“ Iwer. But before we give an Anlwer, we 
“ make the appointed Houle clean by giving 
;* this' (k ) Fathom of Wampum. 

u We juft now faid, that your long Journey 
“ mult have not been without much Fatigue, 
u efpecially to you who are an Old Man. 1 am 
** old like wife, and therefore I give you this 
“ Fathom of Wampum to mitigate your pain. 

“ In the Beginning of your Speech you tell 
cc us of the League or Covenant made with 
“ Coll. Courfy. We remember it very well, 
<c that it was made in our Governors Pretence. 
“ We have kept it hitherto, and are refolv’d 
c6 > to keep it Inviolably. We are glad t© lee 
“ you here, to renew this Covenant. You do 
“ better than the People of the Eafi 7 (AW- 
u England) who made a Covenant at the fame 
u time , for we have feen none of them fincc, 
“ to renew and keep up the Remembrance of 
u it.’ Then they gave a Fathom of Wampum. 

“ We have laid what we have to fay, as to 
“ the Covenant made with Coll. Courfy. You 

“ defirc 

(k) A Fathom of Wampum is a finglc firing of Wam- 
of that length, it is of lefs value than the Belts, and 
therefore given in Matters of fmalict Confcquence > and by 
cleaning the Iloufe, they pucang away Hjycc: tjy 
and Hectic 
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« defire us like wife to continue our good 
“ Neighbourhood. This we not only pro- 
“ mife to do, but likewile to keep the ( L) 
“ Chain, which cannot be broken, clean and 
“ bright, and therefore we defire you to do 
“ the fame. 5 Then gave a Belt of Wampum 
twelve deep. 

“ We are glad that by the Intcrpofition 
“ and Perfwafion of our Governor, the 
“ Mifcheif which our Neighbours did in your 
“ Country is patted over, and now wholly 
“ forgiven. Let it be buried in Oblivion • 
“for if any mifehief fhould befal them 
“ (feeing we make but one body with them,) 
“we mull: have partaken with them. We 
“approve of your Law, to lay down our 
“ Arms as a token of Friendfhip, and we 
“ {hall do fo for the future. 5 Then gave a 
Belt fourteen deep. 

46 We were told before we heard your 
“ Propofitions, that one of the Agents from 
“ J/'rwii was Dead. We lament and bewail 
“ his Death, but admire that nothing was 
“ laid down, according to our Cultom, when 
“ the Death of fuch a Perfon was fignified to 
\“us. We give you this Belt of Black 
“Wampum (thirteen deep) to wipe away 
1 “ your Tears. The 

j (/) The Indians always exprefs a League by a-Chain 
1 by which two or more things arc kept fail together. 
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The Onnondagas did not come till November 
on the 5th of which Month the Virginia Agent 
fpoke to them in the lame words' he had cone 
to the Oneydues. None of their Anfwcrs 
appear upon the Rcgillcrs, except the Mo* 
hawks , which we have given. It is certain that 
the Onnondagas ai\d Oneyaoss did not obiervethe 
Peace with Virginia , but mo Idled them with 
the reiterated lncurfions of their Parties. It 
is obfcrvablc however, that thefetwo Nations 
and the Cayugas only, had received French 
Priefts among them, and that none of thq 
rdt who were not under the Influence of thole 
Frieds, ever molcited the Englfj\ for which 
reafon Coll. D organ ^ tho’ a Papijf complained 
of the ill Offices the Pridls did to the Eng/ifo 
lute red, and forbid the Five Nations to enter¬ 
tain any of them, the 5 the Engl.fi and French 
Crowns, while he was Governor of New* 
Torky in King fames* s Reign, leemM to b: 
more than ever in Uriel Fncndfhip. 

The French could have no hopes of per- 
J wading the Indians to hurt any of the In¬ 
habitants of New- Tor 4 , but they were in hopes, 
that bv the Indian Parties deirg frequently 
’Mifchicf in V.rginiu, the Government of New* 
Tori ^ would be forced to jovn in relenting 
the Injury, and thereby that Union between 
the Government of New-Yon 4 and. the Five 
'Nations would be broke, which always ob- 

iiru&ed 







Part I. Indian Nations. ^ 

ilru&ed and often defeated the Defigns of the 
French, to fubject all North-America to the 
Crown of France. For this reafon the Go¬ 
vernors of New-Tork have always, with the 
greatelt Caution, avoided a Breach with theie 
Nations, on account of the little Differences 
they had with the Neighbouring Colonys.’ 
. Thefc new Incurfions of thefe two Nati¬ 
ons were fo troublefame to the People of 
Virginia, that their Governor, the Lord Ho¬ 
ward of Effingham , thought it n'eceffary for 
their Security, to undertake a Voyage to New* 
Torl^ 


The Sachems of the Five Nations being 
call’d to Albany, his Lordfhip met there 
eight Mohawk ^ three Oneydoe , three Onnon- 
dags and three Cayuga Sachems, and on the 
Thirtieth of July, 1684. being accompa¬ 
nied with two of the Council of Virginia, 
he fpoke to them as follows, in the pref’enep 
of Col. Thomas Dongan , Governor of New- 
Tirk, two of the Council of New-Tor^, 2nd 
the Magi ft rates of Albany. The Sennek** liv¬ 
ing far off were not then arriv’d. 


Proportions 


G 
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Proportions made by the Bight Honourable Francis 
Lord Howard of Effingham, Governor Gene - 
ral of His Majefy's Dominion of Virginia, 

To the Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onnonda- 
gas and Cayugas. 

« TT is now about feven years ago fince 
“ JL you (unprovok’d) came into Virginia , a 
u Country belonging to the Great King of 
“ England , and committed feveral Murders 
« and Robberys, carrying away our Chrifiian 
“ Women and Children Prifoners into your 
« Cattles. All which Injurys we defigned 
tc to have Revenged on you; but at thcde- 
« fire of Sir Edmond Androfs , then Governor 
« General of this Country, we defilled from 
“ deftroying you, and fent our Agents Col. 
« William Kendall and Col. South ley Littleton, , to 
“ Confirm and make lure the Peace that Col. 
« Courfey of Maryland included us in, when 
“ firtt he Treated with you. We find, that 
« as you quickly forgot what you promifed 
«• Col. Courjey , fo you have willfully broke 
“ the Covenant Chain, 'which you promifed 
our Agent, Col. Kendall, fhould be moft 
tc ftrong and bright, if we of Virginia, would 
“ bury' in the Pit of Oblivion, the Injurys 
fiC you had then done us, which upon your 
** Governor Androfs’ s Interceflion, and your 

“ Suh- 
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* Submiflion, we were willing to forget ; 

* gut you not at all minding the Covenant 
4< then made, have every year fi nee, comeinto 
H our Country, in a War-like manner, under 
44 pretence of Fighting with our Indians, our 
44 Friends and Neighbours, which you ought 
“ not to have done, our Agent having enclu- 
44 ded them likewife in the Peace. You not 
44 only deftroyed and took many of them 
44 Prifoncrs, but you have alfo kill’d and 
“ burnt our Chrijlian People, deftroying our 
44 Corn and Tobacco, more than you made ufe 
44 of, killing our Horfes, Hogs and Cattle, 
44 not to eat, but let them ly in the Woods 
44 and ftink. This you did, when you were 
“ not denyed any thing you faid you want« 
“ ed. 

“ I muft alfo tell you, that under the pre~ 
44 tenceof Friendlhip, you have come to our 
44 Houfes at the heads of our Rivers ( where 
44 they have been fortified) with a white Sheet 
44 on a Pole, and have laid down your Guns 
4 * before the Fort, upon which our People 
44 taking you to be Friends, have admitted 
44 your great Men into their Forts, and have 
i( given them Meat and Drink, what they 
46 defired. After the great Men had refrefhed 
44 themfelves, and deli ring to return, as they 
46 were let out of the Fort Gates, the young 
44 Men ruflied into the Fort and plunder’d the 
G 2 , * Houfe, 
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Cc Houfe, taking away and deftroying all the 
tc Corn, Tobacco, Bedding, and what elfe 
<c was in the Houfe. When they went away, 
u they took feveral Sheep with them, and 
“ kill’d feveral Cows big with Calf, and left 
<{ them Jbehind them, cut to pieces and flung 
about, as if it were in Defiance of the Peace, 
and deftroying of our Friendfhip. 

“ Thefe, and many more Injurys that you 
€C have done us, have caufed me to raife 
“ Forces, to fend to the heads of our Rivers 
“ to defend our People from your Outrages, 
“ till I came to New-Torino Col.Thom as Dongan , 
your Governor General, to defire him, as 
we are all one Kings Subjefts, to affift me 
in Warring againft you, to Revenge the 
“ Chriftian Blood that you have fhed, and to 
“ make you give full Satisfa&ion for all the 
•• goods that you de'ftroyed. But by the 
u Mediation of your Governor, I am now 
* ( come to Albany to fpeak with you, and to 
know the reafun of your breaking the Cove- 
“ nant Chain, not only with us and our neigh- 
“ bour Indians but- with Maryland , who are 
<c great King Charles's Subje&s ; for our Indian 
have giv’n great King Charles their Land. 
“ Therefore I, the Governor o {Virginia, will 
<c protect them, as your Governor under the 
u Great Duke of Tor^and Albany ; will hencc- 
“ forth you, when the Chain of Friendfhip is 
“ made between us all. 66 Novv 
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« Now that I have let you know that I afn 
« fenfible of all the Injurys that you have 
« done us, by the defire of your noble Go- 
« vernor General, I am willing to make a new 
«c Chain with you ior Ftrgmta, Maryland , and 
« our Indians, that may be more ltrong and 
« lading, even to the World’s end, lothat 
.< we may all be Bretheren and Great King 
« Charles' s Children. 

« I propofe to you, Pir/l, That you call 
« out of our Countrys of Virginia and Mw- 
« i aNC l, all your young Men or Soldiers that 

« are now there. . ^ 

« Secondly, That you do not hinder or molelt 
« oor Friend Indians from Hunting at out 
« Mountains, it having been their Country 
“ and none of yours. They never go into 
“ your Country to difturb any ot you. 

“ Thirdly, Tho’ the Damages you have 
« done our Country be very great, and 
« would require a great deal of Satisfaction, 
« which you are bound to give, yet we al- 
« fure you, that only by the Perlwafions ot 
« your Governor, who is at a vaft deal ot 
“ Trouble and Charge for your We Ware, 
“ which you ever ought to acknowledge, 
« I have palled it by and forgiyen you, 
“ upon this Condition, that your leople, 
“ nor any living among you, never commit 
« any Incurfions on our Cbrtjlians or Indians 
1 “ living 
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“ living among us, or in Maryland. 

“ For the better Confirmation of the fame 
“ and that the Peace now concluded, may 
u belafting, I propofe to have two (m) 
“ Hatchets buried as a final Determination 
w of all Wars and Jarrings between us: 
“ One on behalf of us and our Indians , and 
“ the other for all your Nations united to-, 
<c gether, that ever did us any Injury, or 
<c pretended to War again# our Indian Friends 
‘f or Maryland 9 

“ And that nothing may be wanting for 
“ Confirmation thereof, (if you defire it) 
46 we are willing to fend fome of our Indian 
<c Sachems with an Agent next Summer, 
44 about this time, that they may Ratifie the 
“ Covenant with you here in this prefixed 
44 Hoi\fe, where you may fee and fpeak to- 
44 gether as Friends. 

46 That the Covenant now made between 
4C us in, this prefixed Houfe, in the prefence 
44 of your Governor, may be firmly kept 
44 and performed on your parts, as it always 
cc has on ours, and that you do not break 

any one Link of the Covenant Chain for. 
44 the future, by your Peoples coming near 
44 our Plantations • When you march to the 

64 South- 


[m) AH Indians make ufe cl the Hatfhet or A^as iQ 
Emblem to exprefs Wu.\ 
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« Southward, keep to the feet of the Moun- 
tc tains, and not come nigh the heads, of our 
a Rivers, there being no Bever Hunting 

* there; for we {hall not tor the future 
« (tho* you lay down your Arms as Friends) 

« ev er truft you more, you have fo often 

deceived us. 

The next Day the Mohawks anfwered firft by 
their Speaker, faying, 

muft, in the firft place, fay 
fi* V V fomething to the Other three Na± 

* tions by way of Reproof for their not keep- 
« ing the former Covenant, as they ought, 

« and therefore we defire you, great Sachem 
“of Virginia, and you Cerlaer, and all Peo- 
“ pie here prefent, to hearken, for we will 

* conceal nothing of the Evil they have done. 
(Then turning to the other three Nations) 

“ You have heard Yefterday all that has been 
« laid ; as for our parts, we are free of the blame 
“ laid on us for the Mifchicf done in Virgin 
“ nia and /VAy land. You are Stupid, Bru- 
u tilh, and have no Under handing, thus to 
“ break your Covenant. We have always 
“ been obedient to Corlaer and have fteadily 
46 kept our Covenant with Virginia, Mary - 
“■land and Bofion we mud therefore Stamp 

* Underfund me into you. Let the Cove- 

“ nant 
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<c nant made Yefterday, be carefuly kept for 
“ the future. This we earneftly recommend 
“ to you * for we are ready to cry, for fhame 
“ of you. Let us be no more afhamed on 
“ your Account, but be obedient, and take 
“ this Belt to keep what we fay in your 
iC Remembrance. 

“ Hear now, now is the time to hearken. 
“ The Covenant Chain had very near flipt, 
4< You have not obferv’d your Covenant. 
ct Oblerve it now, when all former Evil is 
“ buried in the Pit. 

“ You On.ydoes , I fpeak to you a$(»)Chil- 
iC dren. Be no longer void of (Jnderftand- 
“ in g* 

u You Omiovdagas, our Bretheren, you are 
ic like Deaf People, that cannot hear, your 
“ Senfes are cover’d with Dirt and Filth. 

“ You Cayugas , Do not return into your 
t: former ways. There are three things we 
“ mu ft all obferve. 

u Fir fii The Covenant with CorUer . Second- 
1 [y , The Covenant with Virginia and Maryland. 
“Thirdly, The Covenant with Bofton. We 
cc mu ft Stamp Underftanding into you, that 
“ you may be obedient. And Take this Bdt 
“ for a Remembrancer. 

Then 


(n ) The Mohawks always call rhe Oneydoes Children, and 
the Oneydoes acknowledge the Mohawks to be their fathers. 
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Ihen Odianne. , the fame Mohdu>kt Speaker, 
turning to my Lord, fpoke in behalf of all 
the four Nations. 

“ We arc very thaiikfiil to yoti, great Sachem 
n 0 f Virginia^ that you are pleafed to be per- 
“ fwaded by Corlaer, our Governor, to forgive 
<B all former Faults. We are very glad to hear 
n you and to fee your Heart foftned. Take 
«thelc three Be vers as a Token. 

« \Ve thank the great Sachem of Virginia 
“ for faying, that the Ax /hall be thrown into 
“ the Pit. Take thefe two Bcvers as a Token 
« of our Joy and Thankfulnefs. 

« We are glad that ( o) s4tfangoa, will bury 
“ i. n the Pit what is paft, and ftamp thereon. 
“Letaitrong ftream likewife run under the 
to Pit, to waih the evil all away. Givat % Bevsrs, 

“ My Lord; you area Man of great Know- 
to ;ledge and Undcritandjng, thus to keep the 
^Goveuant Chain bright as Silver, and now 
il ag in to Renew it, and make it ftrdnger. 

(Then pointing to the othe three Nations 
faid,) “ But they are Covenant Breakers. I 
to lay down this as a Token that we Mohawks 
to have kept the Covenant entire on out parts. 
Giving two Bcvers and a Raccoon. 

“ The Covenant mull be kept j for the fire 
H "o i 


{ 0 ) The Name wKick the' Five Ni0mr al \rajrgivr ths 
Governors of Virginia, 
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« of Love of Virginia and Maryland burns in 
this place, as well as ours, and this Covenant 
“ Houfe muff be kept clean. Gives two 
B^vers 4 

“ We now plant a ( p) Tree, who’s tops 
« will reach the Sun, and its Branches fpread 
“ far abroad, fo that it Avail be feen afar off; &; 
« we {hall fheltcr ourfelves under it, and live in 
“ Peace,withorUt moleilation. Gives two Bevers, 
“ You propolcd yeffer'day, that if we were 
u defirous to fee the Indians of Virginia , you 
"arc willing to fend fotne of their Sachems 
“ next Summer about this time to this Place. 
“This Propofol pleafes us very much. The 
“ fooner they come, it will be the better, that 
“ we tnay {peak with them in thisHoufe,which 
“ is apointpd for our fpeaking with ourh nends, 
And gave two Belts to confirm it. 

“ You have now heard what Exhortation we 
u have made to the Other three Nations. We 
“ have taken the Hatchet out of their hands. 
* We now therefore pray, that your Hatchet 
“ may likewife be buried in the Pit. Giving 
two Bevers, 

“Let the River be fecure, for we fome- 
“ times make Proportions to the Rant n and 
“ Nevef Hi Indians • but above all, let your 
“ Virginia Indians come feeurely hither, that 

“ we 


( p ) If he Five Nations always txprefs Peace wader the 
Metapher of a Tree, in tins manner,, 
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‘‘ wc may keep a good Correfpondence with 
“ them. 

u My Lord , Some of us Mohawks are out 
“againtt Our Enemies that live a far off, 
“When they come near your Plantations, 
“they Will do you no harm, nor Plunder as 
“the others do. Be kind to them, if they 
“lhall happen to come to any of your Pi an¬ 
ti tations. Give them fomcTobacp and iorne 
«Victuals; for they will neither Rob nor 
“ Steal, as the Ontydoes , Qtmonaagis ana Cayuga* 


“ have done, 

P The Oneydoes particularly Thank your 
"Lordlhip for hearkening to lay down the. 
« Ax. The Hatchet is taken out of all their 
hands. And gives a Belt. 

“We again thank your Lordfhip, that the 
« Covenant Chain is Renewed. Let it be kept 
« c- .an and bright, and held Lft, Let not any 
“one pull his Arm from it. We exclude all 

th; Four Nations in giving this Belt. 

“ We again pray your L.ordfhip, to take 
u \hc Oneydoes into your Friendfhip, and that 
“you keep the Covenant Chain ffrong with 
“ them • for they are in our Covenant. Gives 
a B It. 

The Oneydoes give twenty Be vers, as (atis- 
fa&ion for what they promifed my Lord 
Baltimore , and defire that they may be Dif-. 
charged, . - v 

H 2 My 
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My Lord and the Governor told them. 
That they would ufe their Endeavours with 
the Lord Baltimore , to perfvvade him to forgive 
what remained. 

Then the Indians deflred that the Hole might 
be digged, to bury the Axes, viz.. One in 
behalf of Virginia and their Indians, another in 
behalf of Maryland and their Indians , and three 
for the On tj does, Onnondagas and Cayugas. The 
Mohawki faid, there was no need of burying 
any on their Account} for the iirif Chain had 
never been broke by then). 

Then the three Nations ipoke by an Qnnon- 
daga , call’d Tioanobjamhta % who faid, 

u We Thank the great Sachem of Virginia, 
<c that he has fo readily forgiven and forgot 
“ the Evil that has been done • And We, on 
“ our parts, gladly catch at and lay hold of the 
c * Chain. ” Then each of them deliver an 
Ax to be buried, and gave a Belt. 

The Speaker added, ” I fpcak in the Name 
5 ’ of all three Nations, and mculde them m 
?? this Cham, which we defire may be kept 
5> clean and bright like Silver. Gives a Belt. 

55 We delire that the JPath may be open for 
55 the Indians , under your Lordfhips Protcdion, 
55 to come iafcly and freely to this place, in 
order to confirm this Peace* ° Gives fix 
Fathom o. Wampum. 

Then the Axes were buried in the South¬ 
ed 
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raft end of the Court-yard, and the Indians 
threw the Earth upon them. After which 
m y Lord told than, That finee now afirpi Peace 
w l s concluded ? We JU// hereafter remain Friends, 
find Virginia Maryland will-[end once in two 

or thee years to Renew it , W /w»<f 0 / 0*r Indian 
Such ms fall come, according to your define, to 
Confirm it. 

Laft (f all ? the Oneydoes ? Onnondagas and 
Cayuga*, joyntly, fang the Peace Song, with 
Dan on It ratio us of much joy ; and Thank’d 
the Governor of New-Ton ^ for his efioftuai 
Mediation with the Qoyernor of Tirgima, iq 
their favour* 

The Mohawks by themfelvcs, and the other 
three Nations by tlumlelvcs, fpoke to the 
Governor of New-Torfy much ta the fame 
purpole that they did to the Governor of Vir* 
gima, I'o far as it related to the Affair of Virginia, 
but with fqme particular Marks of Palonaf 
Eitecm j for he had won tHeir Affections by 
Ins forma* carriage towards them. And they 
ddiredthe Duke of Tork? s Arms to put upon 
their Cattles. W hich, we may fuppofe, they 
were told, would lave them from the French. 

Coll. Dongan defired them to call home thofe 

P.f 
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of their Nations that had fettled in Canada. ( ? ) 
To which they anfwered, ' Corlaer keeps a 
‘ Correfpondcnte with Canada , and therefore 
c he can prevail more than we can. Let Corlaer 
‘ ufe his endeavours to draw our Indians home 
6 to theirown Country, And gave a Bever. 

At the fame Time, the Government of the 
the Maffachufeis-Bay had appointed Coll. Ste¬ 
phanas Cortlandt , one of the Council of New- 
Tor^ their Agent, to Renew their Covenant 
with the Five Nations , and to give them feme 
foiall Breients: Which w&s accordingly 

The Governor of New-TorJ^, Coll . Dongan, 
concluded all, with this Advice to them, Keep 
a good Underflan ding am<-ng your Selves : If any 
Difference floutd happen, ccjyaint m> with it, and 
/ will cosppofe.it. Make no Covenant or Agreement 

with 


( <1 ) The French Priefts had (from time to time) per- 
fwaded feveral of the Five Nations to leave their own Coun¬ 
try, and to fettle near Montreal, where the french are very 
induftions in encouraging thejm Their Numbers have 
been like wife encreafed by. the Prifoners the French have 
takefiin War, and by others who have run from their own 
Country, becaufe of fome Mifchief that they had done, or 
Debts which they ow c d to the Chriflians. Theie Indians 
all profefs Chriflianity, and therefore are commonly calhl 
The Praying Indians hy their Country-men, aud they, arc 
called Labnuagas by the People of Albany, 
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w iththe French, or any other Nation , -without my 
Knowledge or Approbation. Then he gave the 
Dukes Arms, to be put upon each of their 
Cattles, in hopes it might deter the French 
from attacking them , (as they were threaten’d 
from Canada) after they had fo mamfeftly de¬ 
clared themfelves to be under the Prote&ion 
of the Crown of England. 

Before I proceed further it will be neceflary 
to uicert a Remarkable Speech made by the 
Onmndagas an &Cayngas, to the two Governors*, 
on the id day of Angufi, viz.. 

Brother Corlaer 5 

'‘■tTOur Sachem is a great Sachem, and We 
« X are but a fmall People. But when the 
« Enolijh came firft to Manhatan-, ( r ) Aragishe, 
“ (n and to Mtokranagary, ft) they were 
“ then but a Small People, and we Great. 
“ Then, becaule we found you a good People, 
»• W e treated you civilly, and gave you Land. 
“ We hope therefore, now that you are Great 
« and we Small, you will protect Us from the 
« french. If you do not, we {hall loofe all 
“ our Hunting, and our Bcvers. The French 

XTT1 1 


(r) Ntw-York. (/) Virginia. (/) Maty Uni. 
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cc that lives on the other fide the great Lake, 
44 know this, that We being a Free People, 
“ tho’ united to the Englfii, may give our 
46 Lands, and be joyrdd to the Sachem we like 
46 beft. We give this Bcver to Remember* 
“ what we fay. 

The Senegas arrived foon after, and on the 
5th of j 4 ngu(l fpoke to my Lord Howard in 
the following manner* 

4C \7 \T E have heard and underftood what 
<c V V Mifchief hath been done in Viu 
“ ginu. We have it as perfect as if it were 
44 upon our Fingers ends. O Corlaer ! We 
44 Thank you for having been our Interceflor, 
44 fo that /the Ax hath not Fallen upon Us. 

“ And you, Ajjar‘goa r great Sachem of Fir- 
gird a, We Thank you for burying all Evil 
44 in the Pit. We are inform’d, that the 
44 ]\ 4 ohaivkg, Oneydoes , Omondagas and Cayngaes 
44 have buried the Ax already ; Now we that 
46 live the remoteft are come to do the 
4C fame, and to include in this Chain the CW> 
44 ndwaas, your Friends, who live among!! 
44 you. We delire therefore,that an Ax,on our 
44 part, may be buried with one of my Lords. 
44 O Corlaer ! Corlaer l We Thank you for 
44 holding one end of the Ax : And We thank 
44 you, great Governor of Virginia^ not only 
, ' 44 for 
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w foF throwing afideJhe Ax, but more cfpe- 
« cul lly for your puting all Evil from your 
a j-| car t. Now we have a New Chain, a 
« rong and a flreight Chain that cannot be 
a broken. The Trce of Peace is planted io 
u firmly-that it cannot be moved. Let us on 
« both tides hold the Chain fail. 

* \Ve under Hand what you laid of the 
* great Sachem that lives on the other fide 
“ the great Water. 

44 You tell us, that the Cahnawaas will 
44 conae hither to ftrengthen the Cham. Let 
44 them not make any Excufe, that they are 
44 Old and Feeble, or that their Lett are Sore. 

if the Old Sachems cannot, let the ^ oung 
44 Men come. We fhall not fail to come 
44 hither, tho 5 we live the fartheft off, and 
44 then the New Chain will be flronger and 
44 brighter. 

44 We underftand, thatbecaufe of theMif- 
44 chief which has been done to the People 
44 and Cattle of Firginia and Maryland, we 
44 muft not come near the Heads of your 
44 Rivers, nor near your Plantations, but keep 
44 at the foot of the Mountains ; for thd 3 we 
“ lay down our Arms, as Friends, we fhall 
“ notbetrufted for the future, but look’d on 
* 4 as Robbers. We agree, however, to this 
44 Proportion* and fhall wholly Hay away 
44 from Firvinici : And this we do in gratitude 

\% t 
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“ to Ctrlaer , who has been at fo great Pains 
66 to perfwade you. Great Governor of Virginia, 
w to forget what is pait. We commend your 
“ Underftanding, in giving ear to CorUer's 
goodAdyice *, and we fhall go a Path which 
was never trod before. 

“ We have now done fpeaking to Corlaer, 
“ and theQovernor of Virginia. Let theChain 
<c be forever kept clean and bright ? and we 
fhall do the fame. 

“ The other Nations, from the MohawJ^ r 
w Country to the Cayugas , have deliver’d up 
the Sufquehana River , and all that Country^ 
“ to Corlaer 9 s Government. We Confirm 
“ what they have done, by giving this Belt. 
? c Ten Bevers are at the Onnondfigas Caftle in 
K their way hither ; We defign five of them 
for CorUer , and the other five' for the Sachem 
** of Virginia . 

Coll. £zW, one of the Council of Virginia, 
and Edmond farmings, Efq; Attorney General 
of that Province, came with four Indian 
Sachems, (according to my Lord Howard's 
Promife) to Renew and Confirm the Peace, 
and met the Five Nations at Albany m September, 
1685-. ^ 

Coll. Bird accus’d them of having again 
broke their Covenant, by taking an Indian Girl 

from 
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fi-om an Enghfl Mans Houfe, and four Indian 
Boys Prifoaers. 

They excufedthis, by its being done by the 
Parties that were out when the Peace was con¬ 
cluded, who knew nothing of it; Which 
Accidents rhey had provided a gam ft in their 
Articles* They laid, The four Boys were 
given to the Relations of thofe Men that were 
loft, and it would be very difficult to obtain 
their Reftoration. J( 3 ut they prormted to de- 
liver them up. 

The Stntk^s and Mohawks declared them* 
felves free of any blame, and chid the other 
N ations. 

So that we may ftill obferve the Influence 
which the French Priefts had obtain’d over 
thofe other Nations, and to what Ghriftian-like 
£urpofes they us’d it. 

The Muh.nvks. Speaker faid, Where flail | 
the Chain of Peace ? Where flail I find it % 
but Hpon Our Bath ? And whither doth. Our Path, 
lead us y but unto this Houfe l This is a Houfe of 
Peace. And fang all the Covenant Chain over! 
He afterwards lang by way of Admonition to, 
the Qmondagas^ Cajugas and Oneydoes , and con¬ 
cluded all with a Song to the Virginia Indians ,. 
But I luppofe our Interpreters were not Po.t$ 
enough to Tranflate the Songs, otherwise I 
might have gratified the Reader with a tafte 
pf Indian Poetry. 
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Th £ French Priefis frill had an Influence over 
the Onnondagas , Cayugas and Oncydoes , and it 
was eafle for them to lpirit up the Indians (na¬ 
turally Revengeful) againfr their old Enemies, 
This occafion’d a Party of the Oneydoes going 
out two years afterwards againfr the Wayanos^ 
Indians , Friends of Virginia , and killing iome 
of the People of Virginia , who affifretl thole 
Indians. They took fix Prifoners, which they 
reftored at Albany , with an Excule, That the) 
did not know that they were Friends ol Vir¬ 
ginia^ and included in the Chain with Virginia 
Coll. Dongan , on this Occafion, told them 
That he only had kept all the Englijh in North- 
America from joyning together to Dcftro] 
them ; And at the fame time threatned them 
That if ever he fhould hear of the like Com 
plaint, he would dig up the Hatchet, anc 
joyn with the reft of the Englijh to cut then 
on, Root and Branch; for there were man] 
Complaints made of him to the King by th< 
Englijh, as well as the Governor of Canada , fo 
his favouring of them. 

Now we have gone through the Materia 
Tranfadtions which the Five Nations had wit] 
the Englijh , in which we find the Englijh pur 
fumg nothipg but Peaceable and Chrifitan Men 
fares, and the Five Nations (tho’ Barbarism 
living like good Neighbours and faithfu 

Friends 
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Friends, except when they were influenced 
by the Arts of thejefuits ; Tho’ at the fame 
time one cannot but admire the Zeal, Courage 
and Relolution pf thefe Jefuits, that would 
adventure to live among Indians at War with 
1 their Nation j and the better to carry their 
: purpofes, to comply with all the Humors 
\ and Manners of fuch a Wild People, foasnot 
r ro be diftinguifhed by ftrangers from meer 
r Indians. One of them,.nam’dAWtf,remain’d with 
t t hc Oneydoes till after the year 1694. was 
advanced to the degree of a Sachem, and had 
, fo great an Influence over them, that the other 
a Nations could not prevail with them to part 
! with him. While he remain’d with them, 
, the Oneydoes were frequently turn’d againft 
„ the Southern Indians (Friends of the Englijh 
i Southern Colonies) and were always waver-' 

1 ing in their Resolutions againft Canada. 

f 

2 We fhall now Return to fee what effect the 
r Trench Policy had, who purfued very different 

Meafures from the Mnglijh. 


1 

b 


CHAP 





Mr. De la Barre’; Expedition, and f<»ne Remark 
able Transactions in 1684. 

T He Trench in the Time they were at Peace 
with the Five Nations, built their Foft 
at Teiodondoraghi or *-H fdimakinakj, an d made a 
Settlement there. They carried their Com¬ 
merce among the Numerous INations that live 
on the Banks of the great Lakes, and the 
Banks of the Mfijfipi. They not only proa 
fecuted their Trade among thefe Nations, but 
did all they could td fccure thar Obedience, 
and to make them abfulutely fubje£fc to the 
Crown of France , by buildlfig f 1 orts at tn„ con- 
fidetable PaffcS, and placing fmall Garnfons 
in them. They tooKall the Precautions m 
their Power, not only to reftrain th z Indians 
by Force, but likewife to gain their Affections, 
by fending Miflionancs among them. The 
only Obllrudtion they met with, was from 
the Ftve Nations, who introduced the Engllf 
Of New-Tork^ into xhc Lakes, to Trade with 
the Mi ms that liv’d round them. This gave 
the French much uneafiriefs, betaufc they 
foresaw, that the Enghjh would not only piove 
dangerous Rivals, but that the Advantage* 
* 23 which 
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which they enjoy’d in Trade, beyond what 
W was poflible for the Inhabitants of Canada 
to have, would enable the People of N(w,Torh 
fo far to under-fell them, that their Trade 
would foon be Ruin’d, and all the Intereffc 
loft which they had gam’d with fo much 
Labour and Expence. The Five Hattons hke- 
wife continued in War with many of the 
Nations, the Chunks particularly, who 
yielded the molt Profitable Trade to the 
French : and as often as they difeover’d any of 
the French carrying Ammunition towards thefe 
Nations, they fell upon them, and took all 
their Powder, Lead and Arms from them. 
This made the French Traders afraid of travel¬ 
ing and prevented their Indians from hunting, 
and leffen’d the Opinion they had of the French 
Power, when they found that the French were 
notable to protect them againft the InfuUs of 
the Five Nations. . , 

The Senntkas lie next to. the Lakes, and 
ncareft tp the Nations with whom the French 
Traded, and were fo averfe to the French Na¬ 
tion, that they never would receive any 1 neft 
among them, and of confequcnce were molt 
firmly attached to the Engtijh Intereji, who, 
fupplyed them with Arms and Powder, (the 
means to be Revenged of their Enemies.) 
For thefe Rcafons Mr. De Burre (the Go« 
yemorof Canada) Cent a Mtellenger to^Colh 
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4 ‘ had furnifhed our Enemies with Ammuni; 
tc tion j but we arc difapointed in our hopes • 
• 6 for we find that our Enemies are {till 
**, fupplied. Is this well done ? Yea, he often 
u forbids us to make War on any of the 
u Nations with whom he Trades, and at the 
u fame time furnifties them with all forts of 
w Ammunition, to enable them to deftroy 
us. 

“ Thus far in Anfwer to the Complaints 
“ which the Governor of Canada hath made of 
“ Us to Corlaer ■„ Corlaer faid to us, that 
u Satisfaction muft be made to the French for 
** the Mifchief we have done them. This 
** he faid before he heard our Anfwer. Now 
54 let him that hath Infpedtion over all 
Si our Countries, on whom our Eyes are 
“ fix’d, let him, ev’n Corlaer judge and de* 
54 tcrmine. If you fay it mult be paid, we 
64 fhall pay it, but we cannot live without 
** free Bcver-hunting. 

44 Corlaer , Hear what we fay, We Thank 
** Vou for the Dukes Arms which you have 
* 4 given us to be put on our Cattles, as a De^ 
u fence to them. You command them. Have 
** We wander’d out of the way* as the Go* 
<c vernor of Canada fay s. We do not threaten 
him with War, as he threatens us. What 
44 fhall we do ? Shall we run away, or fhall 
w we fit ttill in our Houfes ? What fhall we 

“ do ? 


/ 
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a jo ? We fpeak to him that Governs and 
<* Commands us. 

a Now Corlaer and Ajfarigoa^ and all People 
« here prcfent, Remember what we have 
u anfwcred to the Complaints of the Gover- 
w nor of Canada ; Yea, let what we fay come 
a t0 his Ears.” Then they gave a Belt, and 
faid, there was five Bevers at Onondaga for the 
Governor. 

Monf. tie la Bane at this time was gone 
with all the Force of Canada to Cadarackyi 
Fort, and order’d the three Veflels to be repair¬ 
ed, which the French had built on that Lake. 
His defign was to frighten the Fivts Nations into 
his own Terms by the Appearance of fo great 
an Army* which confifted of 600 Soldiers, 
400 Indians* and 400 Men that carried Provi* 
lions, befides 300 Men that he left to fccure 
C* darackui Fort . But while he was at this 
Fort, the Fatigue of Traveling in the Month 
of Juguft together with the Unhealthinels of 
that place (the Country thereabout being 
Very Marfhy) where hr. tarryed fix weeks ? 
occafioned fo great a Siknefs in his Army, that 
he found himfelf unable to Perform any 
thing, but by Treaty, and therefore fent 
Orders to Monf. Dulhnt, who was come from 
with 600 men French and Indians 
to llop. He palled a Crofs the Lake with as 
saa-y men as were able to Travel, and arrived 
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at the River which the French call La Famine ; 
and by the Indians call’d Kaihohage, which rung 
from the Onnondaga and Oneydo Countrys, and 
falls into Cadarackfti Lakes. There were twd 
Villages of the Five Nations on the North fide 
of the Lake, about five or fix Leagues from 
the French Fort, confuting of ttibfclridimszhat 
had the mo ft Inclination to the French ; They 
provided the French Army with Provifions^ 
while they remain’d at the Fort; but it is 
probable, lent an account to their own Nations 
ef every thing that happen’d, which was the 
Reafon of the Uiage they afterwards met 
with from the French. 

When Mr. De la Barrc fent to Coll. Dongan, 
he was in hopes, from the ftridt Alliance that 
was then between the Crowns of England and 
France , and from Coll. DdngarPs being a Paptjl^ 
that he would fit ft ill till he had reduced the 
Five Nations. But none of thefe Reafons per¬ 
mitted that Gentleman to be cafie While the 
French attempted fuch things, as in their con¬ 
sequence would be to the higheft degree Pre¬ 
judicial to the Englijh Inter eft ,& put all the Eng - 
EJh Colonies in America in danger. Wherefore 
he difpatch’d the Publick Interpreter, with 
Orders to do every thing in hisTo'wer to pre¬ 
vent the Five Nations going to Treat with Mr. 
De la Barre. 

The Interpreter fucceeded in hh Dcfiga 

with 
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with th t Mohawks, and with the Sennekas, who 
promis’d that they would not go near the 
] v renC b Governor. But he had not the like 
Sirccefs with the Onnondagas, Onqdoes and 
Gmgas, who had receiv’d the Trench Priefls . 
For they would not hear the Interpreter, but 
in Prefence of the Trench Prieft , and of Mr. 
le Maine, whom the Indians call Ohyuejfe (y) 
and three other Trench Men , that Mr. Dt let 
Ixrre had fent to perfwade them to meet him 
at Kaihohstge, ten Leagues from the Onnondaga 
Cattle. They gave the following Anfwer t» 
the Interpreter. 

Ane, Y on are Corlaer** MefTenger ? Ohyuejfe 
a is the Governor of Canada s j and there lits 
our Father (& ) Tonnondio acquainted us 
“ fome time ago, that he would fpeak with 
» us before he would undertake any thing 
“ againft the Sennakas. Now he hath fent for 
all the Nations to fpeak with him in Friend- 
“ fhip, and that at a Place not far from Onnon - 
V daga, ev’n at Kaihohage. But our Brother 
“ Corlaer tells us, That we muft not meet the 
« Governor of Canada without his Permif- 
“ fion; and that if Tonnondio have any thing 
“ to fay to us, he muft ftrft fend to Corlaer for 
“ leave to fpeak with us* Tonnondio has lent 
“ long ago to u$ to fpeak withhim, and he has 

“ lately 


(jj That is, the Partridge* (z) Pointing to the Jcfuit. 
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44 lately repeated that Defire, by Omuffimtie, 
44 the Brother of our Father Trvirhaerfra y that 
4C fits there. He has not only intreated us by 
44 our Father, but by two Prayinglndians , one 
44 an Owiond*ga y the other the Son of an Old 
44 Mohawk^ Sachem , Connondowe . They 
44 brought five great Belts of Wampum, not 
44 a Fathom or two only, as you bring. Now 
44 Ohquejfe has been fent with three French^men ; 
44 Tonnondio not content with all this, has like* 
44 wife fent Dennehoot , and two other Mohawks 
44 to perfwade us to meet him, and to fpeak 
44 with him of good Things. Should wenojt 
* 4 go to. him, after all this Entreaty, when he 
44 is come fo far, and fo near to, us, certainly 
44 if we did not, we fiiould provoke his 
44 Wrath, and not deferve this Qoodnefs. You 
44 fay we are Subjefts to the lining of England 
44 and Duke of Tork^ y but we fay, we are Bre- 
44 thren. We muff take care of our felves. 
44 Thofe Arms fixed upon the Polk without 
44 the Gate, cannoj, defend us againii the Arms 
44 of La Barre. 

64 Brother Corlner, We tell you, That we 
44 lhall bind a Covenant Chain to our Arm, 
44 and to his, as thick as that Poft ( Pointing to 
a Pefi of the Honfe ) 44 Be not diflatisfi’d} fiiould 

we not imbrace this H^ppinefs offer’d to 
44 us, viz,. Peace, in the plaee of War \ yea, 
44 we lhall take the Evil doers, the Se*nek*s by 
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« rh£ hand, and U Bane like wife,arid their ax 
« and his Sword lhall be thrown into a deep 
« Water. We wifh our Brother Corlaer 
« were prefent, but it feerns the tunc wU not 
# permit of it. 

Accordingly GaravguU, one u °£. the 
Sachems of &e Onnondagas, with thirty War¬ 
riors went with Mr. Le Mane to meet the 
Governor of Canada at KaMage. After he 
had remain’d two Days in the French Camp 
Mr La Bane fpoke to him, as follows, (the 
French Officers making a Semi-circle on one 
jide while GarahguU, with h.s Warriors, com* 
pleated the Cirde on the other.) 

(t) Monf. De La Barrel Speech to Garattgula." 

« -T He Kins, my Matter, being inform’d 
« 1 that the ?FrjeNatms have often mf ring d 
“ the Peace, has order’d me to come hither 
" with a Guard, and to fend Cto# » the 
« Omondga, to bring the chief Sachems to 
« my Camp. The Intention of the giS* 
« Kmg is, that vou and I may fag *ixh 


(*) 
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Calumet ( c ) of Peace together, but on 
ic this Condition, that you Promife me, in 
“ the Name of the Senneka /, Cayugas^ On- 
ttondagas, Oneydoes and MohawJ^ r, to give 
“ entire Satisfadion and Reparation to his 
ie Subjeds, and for the future never tomoleft 
“ them. 

“ T he Scnnekys, CAyugas , Onnondagas, Oney* 
u does and Mohawks have Rob’d and Abus’d 
“ all the Traders that were palling towards 
6C the Illinois and Vmamtgs , and other Indian 
“ Nations, the Children of my King. They 
“ haveaded* on thefeoccafions, contrary to 
u the Teaty of Peace, with my Predeceflor. 
“ lam order’d therefore to demandSatisfa- 
“ dion, and to tell them. That in cafe of 
% of Refufal, or their Plundering us any 
“ more, that I have exprefs Orders to declare 
u War. This Belt Confirms m) Words. 

The 


(c) The Calumet is a large Smoaking Pipe, madcofMar- 
&eV moft commonly of a dark Red, well polished, shaped 
ibme-what in the form of a Hatchet, and adorned with 
Jarge Feathers of fevcral Colours. It is ufed in all the Indian 
Treaties with Strangers, as a Flag of Truce between Con¬ 
tending Party s, which all the Indians think a very high 
Crime to violate. Thefe Calumets are generally of nice 
Workmanship, and were in ufe before the Indians knew 
«rf»y thing of the Chrjfiians ; for which Reafon we are at a 
lots to conceive by what means they pierced thefe Pipes and 
shaped them jfo finely, before they had the ufe of Iron. 
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« The Warriors of the Five Nations have 
a C ondu6bed the Englijlj into the Lakes, which 
u belong to the King, my Matter, and brought 
a t he Engltfij among the Nations that are hi$ 

“ Children, to deftroy the Trade of his Subl¬ 
et iefts, and to with-drawthofe Nations from 
a him. They have carried the Englijh thither, 
w notwithstanding the Prohibition of the late 
“ Governor of New-Tor^ who fore-faw the 
w Rifque that both they and you would run. 

♦* I am willing to forget thefe things, but if 
* ever the like fhall happen for the future, l 
w have exprefs Orders to declare War againft 
it you. This Pelt Confirms my Words. 

“ Your Warriors have made feveral Bar~ 
<« barous Incurfions on the Ilinois and Vmamies . 
« They have Maflacreed Men, Women and 
Children, and have made many of thefe 
t< two Nations Prifoners, who thought them-* 
“ felves fafe in their Villages, in time of Peace*; 
*t Thefe People, who arc my Kings Children, 
t‘ muft not be your Slaves, you muft give 
“ them their Liberty, and fend them back 
“ into their own Country. If the Five Na- 
tions fhall refufe to do this, I have exprefs 
« Orders to declare War againft them. This 
“ Belt Confirms my Words. 

ii This is what l had to fay to Garangula, that 
♦* he may carry to the Sennekas , Cayugas, On~ 
ii nondagas, Oneydoes and Mohawks the pecla^ 

h % ration 
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M ration which the King, my Matter, has 
%i commanded me to make. He doth not 
<fi wifh them to force him to fend a great Army 
“ to Cadarackni Fort, to begin a War, which 

* mutt be fatal to them. He would be forry 
“ that this Fort, which was the Work of 
** Peace, fhould become the Prifon of your 
<c Warriors, We mutt endeavour,on both tides, 

to prevent fqch Misfortunes* The French, 
€t who are the Brethren and Friends of the 
<c Five Nations, will never trouble their repofe, 
u Provided that the Satisfa&ion which I de- 

marid, be given, and that the Treatyes of 
M Peace be hereafter obferved. I fhall be 
*• e^treamly grieved if my words do not pro* 
“ duce the I£fFe& which 1 expedt from them; 
w for then I fhall be obliged to joyn with 
“ the Governor of New^Tork^, who is 

* Commanded by his Matter to aflift me, and 
K burn the Cattles of the Five Nations, and 
w deftroy you. This Belt Confirms my Words. 

. GartnguU was very much furprized to find 
the foft words of the fefuit, and of the 
Governors Meflengcrs, • turn’d to fuch 
threatrling Language. They were defigned 
to ttrikeTerror into, the Indians. But Garangula 
having had good Information, from thole of 
the Five Nations living near Cadar acini Fort, 
«f all the Sicknefs and other Misfortunes 

which 
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which attended the French Army, they wer e 
far from producing the defigned Effeft. All 
the time that Moni. De h Barre fpoke, GaranguU 
fcppt his Eyes fixed upon the end of his Pipe. 
And as loon’ as the Governor had done fpealc- 
ing, he rtjfc up,‘ and having walked five or 
fix times round the Circle., he returned to 
his place, where he fpoke (landing, while 
lAorf.DclaB-irre kept his Elbow Chair, and 
(aid, 

/• ' ' 

GarangulaV Anfiver. 

XT Jnnomtio, I Honour you, and the 
<« X Warriors that are with me all like wife 
honour you. Your Interpreter has fimfhed 

* your Speech; I now begin mine. My 
« words make hafle to rcacn your Eears, 
M hearken to them. 

. * Tonnondio; You muft have believed when 
you left Quebec'^ that the Sun had burnt up 
<« all the Forefts which render our Country 

* Unacceflible to the French , Or that the 
Lakes had fo far overflown their Banks, 

* that they fed furrounded our Cattles, and 

* that it was impoflible for us to get out of 
0 them. Yes, Tennotidio y furcly you miifl have 

* thought fo, and the Curiohty of feeing fo 

* great a Country burnt up; or under Water, 
“ has brought you fo far. Now you are 
<* «ndeceivcd, fince that l and my Warriors 
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|| arc come to aflure you that the Setmeka ^ 
6C C*yug<is^ Onnondagas^ Onej does and Afohawl^ 
*| are all alive. I thank you, in their Name, 
for bringing back into their Country the 
‘ Calumet which your Predeceffor received 
ic from their hands. It was happy for you 
<c that you left under ground that Murdering 
w Hatchet which has ocen fo often dyed in 
' Blood of the French. Hear Tonnondio % 
|| I d° not Sleep, I have my eyes Open, and 
“ the Sun which enlightens me difeovers to 
|| me a great Captain at the head of a Com- 
“ pany of Soldiers, who fpeaks as if he were 
|| Dreaming. He fays that he only came to 
|| thy Lake to fmpalt on the great Calumet 
|| with the Onnondagas . But Garaygula fays, 
iC that ho fees the Contrary, that it was to 
** knock them on the head, if Sicknefs had 

* not weakned the Arms of the French. 

“ I fee Tonmndio Raving in a Camp of 
“ lick men, who’* Lives the great Spirit has 
tc u VCC ^’ by Inflating this Sicknefs dn them. 

* Hear Tomondio , Our Women had taken 
their Clubs, our Children and Old Men 

^ carried their Bpws and Arrows into 
|| heart of your Camp, if our Warriors 
not difarmed them, and retained them 
! w ^ cn y°ur Meffenger, Ohqu^ appeared 
onr CaftiG. It is done, and I have faid it. 
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a Hear Yonnondio , wfc plundered none of 
« the French , but thofe that carried Guns, 
u Powder and Ball to the Twihties and Cbic- 
u ti tghicks> becaufe thofe Arms might have 
tt coft us our Lives. Herein we follow the 
it example of the Jefuits, who ftave all the 
a Barrels of Rum brought to our Caftle, 
a t he Drunken Indians fhould knock them 
fc on the Head. Our Warriors have not 
Bevers enough to pay for all thefe Arms 
« that they have taken, and our Old Men are 
« not afraid of the War. This Belt pre- 
“ fgrvcs xny words. 

“ We carried the Englijli into our Lakes, to 
« traffick there with ihe V taw aw as and 
« Qutoghies , as the Adirondack brought the 
“ french to our Cattles, to carry on a Trade 
“ which the Enghjh fay is tbeirs. We are 
“ born free,We neither depend upon Tonnondio 
u no r Corlaer. 

“ We may go where we pleafe, and carry 
is with us whom we pleafe, and buy and 
u fell what we pleafe. If your Allies be youf 
“ Slaves, ufe them as fuch, Command them 
“ to receive no other but your People. This 
* Belt Preferves my Words . 

u We kndckfi the Twihtwies and Chictaghihs 
* c on the head, becaufe they had cut down the 
“ "frees of Peace, which were the Limits of 
“ Country. They have hunted Bevers 

on 
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“ on our Lands: They have a£bed contrary 
“ to the Cuftom of all Indians j For they left 
44 none of the Bcvers alive, they kill’d both 
“ Male and Female. They brought the Sa . 
“ tanas (d) into their Country, to take part 
“ with them, and Arm’d them, after they had 
“ concerted ill Designs againft us. We have 
44 done lefs than either the English or French , 
44 that have ufurp’d the Lands of fo many 
41 Indian Nations, and chafed them from their 
u own Country. This Belt Preserves my 
41 Words. ’ 

« Hear Tonondio , What I fay is the Voice 
44 of all the Five Nations . Hear what they 
44 Anfwer, Open your Ears to what they 
44 Speak. The Sennekfu, Caym 4 s y Onnonda■g A s l 
« Oneydoes and hawks fay. That when they 
c: buried the Hatchet'at Cadarackui (in the 
< prefence of your Predeceflor) in the middle 
«'• of the Fort, they planted the Tree of 
‘• Peace, in the fame place, to be there care- 
44 fullv preferved, that, in place of a Retreat 
44 for Soldiers, that Fort might be a Rende* 
« vouze of Merchants v that in place of Arms 
• and Munitions of War, Bcvers and Mcr* 
44 chandite fhouldonly enter there. 

44 Hear, Tonondio , Take care for the future, 
that fo areat a Number of Soldiers as ap. 

13 ' " “ pear 


( d) Called Savsetfr.i by the French* 
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« pear here do notchoak the Tree of Peace 
“ planted in fo fmall a Fort. It will be a great 
« Lofs, if after it had fo eafily taken root, 
you fhould flop its growth, and prevent its 
« covering your Country and ours with its 
“ Branches. I aflure you, in the Name of 
« t hs Five Nations , That our Warriors {hail 
a dance to the Calumet of Peace under its leaves, 
t; -and {hall remain quiet on their Mats, and 
44 {hall never dig up the Hatchet till their 
« Brethren, Tonnondio or Cor.Uer fhalj either 
44 joyntly or feperately endeavour to attack 
44 the Country which the great Spirit has giv** 

44 ento our Ancellors. This Belt Prefervesmy 

* Words, and this other ,, the Authority which the 
44 Five Nations have given me. 

Then Garangula addrefling himfelf to Mr. 
te Main*) faid, 

44 Take Courage, Ohquefe, you have Spirit, 

<4 Speak, Explain my Words, Forget no- 
44 thing, Tell all that your Brethren and 
44 Friends fay to Tonnondio , your Governor, 
by the Mouth of Garangula, who honours 
“ you, and dcfircs you to accept of this Pre- 
44 lent of Bevcr, and take part with me in my 
“ Feaft, to which I invite you* This Prefent- 
14 of Bevers is lent to Tonnondio on the part of 

* the ■ FM. Nations. 

When Garangula? s Harrangilc was explain’d. 

M ' tf 
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to Mr? D'e la Barn, he return’d to his Tent, 
enraged at what he had heard. 

; Garangma fcafted the French Officers,and then 
Return'd. And Monf. DeU Bar re let out in 
in- his way towards A Formal, AsToon as the 
General was embarqued with the few Soldiers 
that remain’d in Health, the Militia made the 
belt of their way to their own Habitations,- 
without any Order or Difcipline. 

• Thus a very Chargeable and Fatiguing Ex¬ 
pedition (which was to {trike the Terror of 
the French Name into the Stubborn Hearts of 
die Five Nations) ended by a Difpute. between 
the French General and an Old Indian. 

' When the Indians came to Albany , after they 
had met with Mr. De la Barre , (and were up¬ 
braided for it by Coll. Dmgan) CarachkorMe, 
an Onnondaga , flyly anfwcr’d, We are fiorry , and 
Earned * for now -we underjland that the Governor 
erf' Canada is not Jo great a Alan at the Englifh 
King that lives on the other fide the great FI ater; 
and we are vexed for having given the Governor of 
Canada Jo many fite Wampum Belts. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 

The English Attempt to Trade in the Lakes, and 
Mr. 13 c Nonvillc Attacks the Sennekas. 

M Onfieur Le Marquis de Nonvillc having 
foccecded Mr. De la Barre, in 1685". 
and having brought a confiderablc Reinforce¬ 
ment of Soldiers with him, hr refolv’d to Re¬ 
cover the Honour the French had loft in the 
Ialt Expedition, and to Revenge the Slaughter 
that the Fives Nations continued to make of/ the 
Twihtwsks and Chictaghiks, who hadputthem- 
felves under the Protc&ion of the trench ; for 
the Five Nations having entirely fubdued the 
Chic{taghsk.s, (tf) after a fix years War, they 
rcfolv’d next to fall upon the Twihtwies, and 
to call them to an account for the Difturbance 
they had given fome of the Five Nations in 
their Bever-hunting. The Five Nations have 
few or no Bevers in their own Country, and 
arc for that reafon obliged to hunt at a great 
dilbtnce, which often occafion’d Diiputes 
•with their Neighbours about the Property of 
the Bevcr, in fome parts of the Country. 

— " - ' ' ——- -- - 

l«j Called Uinsit bj the Fi etic’i. 

M z The 










jpi Hi fiery of the five Chap. V. 

The Bevers are the moft valuable part of the 
Indian Trade. And as the Twihtwies carried 
their Bever to the French, the Englifh favour’d 
the Five Nations in thefe Expeditions, and par¬ 
ticularly in the beginning of the year 1687, 
made the Five Nations a Prefcnt of a Barrel of 
Powder, when their whole Force was pre¬ 
paring to go again ft the Twihtti'ies. The Englifii 
were the better pleas’d with this War, becauie 
they thought it would’ divert their Thoughts 
from the Indians that were Friends to Virginia : 
But the French were refolv’d tp Support their 
.Friends more efte&ually by a powerful Diver- 
Hon, and to change the Seat of the War. 

For this purpofe Mr. Be Nonville fent, in 
May, 1687, great Quantities of Provisions to 
Cadarackui Fort, and gather’d the whole Force 
of Canada to Montreal. His Army conlifted of 
5500 trench of the Regular Troops &; Militia, 
and yco Indians that lived near Monreal and 
Quebec 

He fent like wife Orders to the Commandant 
at Miffilimakina\ to alfemble all the Nations 
round him, and to March them to Onugara, 
in order to joyn the Forces of Canada defign’d 
again ft the Sennets. And the other Officers 
polled among the Indians “W ell ward, had the 
like Orders. 

The Twihtwics receiv’d the Hatchet with 
joy^ from the hands of the French Officer, 

againft 
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againft the Five Nations. T he Out agamies ( f) 
Kikabous, and Maskoutuhs, who were nor us’d 
to Cannocs, were at firit perfwaded to joyn 
the Twihtwtes, who were to mardi by Land 
to Teuchfagrondie , where there was a French 
Fort, at which they were to be fupply’d with 
Ammunition : But after the French Officer 
left them, the Vtagamies and Maskutickj were 
diifwaded by fome of the Mahikander Indians , 
who happen’d to be with a neighbouring Na¬ 
tion at that time. 

The Putew atonies, Malhominics and Puans 
offer’d thcmfelves willingly, and went to the 
Jlendevouze at MifiMm^ina^ where they 
were receiv’d by the Vtaivaivas with all the 
Marks off Honour ufually paid to Soldiers, 
tho’ the Vtawawas had no inclination to the 
prefent Enterprise ; they could not tell, how¬ 
ever, how t;o appear againft it, otherwife than 
by inventing what Peiays they could to pre¬ 
vent their Marching. 

In the mean while, a Cannoe arriv’d, which 
\vas fent by Mr. DeNonville with his Orders 
to the Officers.' This Cannoe in her Pallage 
difcover’d fomc Englijls commanded by Major 
Ipi L Gregory, in their way to Teicdondaraghie, 
The Enghjh thought (after they had an account 


( f ) Th." Qutagamies y Kikabons , Malkominics and Puans 
live oil the Weft tide of Lake 'Michigan* 

of 







94 Hifloiy of the five Chap, V 

of the new Alliance their King had cntcr\ 
into with the French) that the French woulc 
not difturb.them in profecuting a Trade witl 
the Indians every where, and that the Trade 
would be equally free and open to both Na¬ 
tions. With ihefe hopes a confiderable Num¬ 
ber of Adventurers went out under the Con- 
dudb of Major Gregory to Trade with the 
Indians living on the Banks of the Lakes; and 
that thev 'might be the more Wellcome, per- 
fwaded the Five Ndtions to fet all the Dionon - 
dadie Pnfoncrs at Liberty, who went along 
with the Eng/ifl] and conducted them towards 
Mijfiltmakina/’ or Teiodondoragbic. But the Engl ft 
found themfelves mi (taken, for the French 
Commandant at Teiodondoraghic , as foon as he 
had Notice of this, fent 300 French to intercept 
the Enghjh. 

(g ) ‘The Vtawawax and Dionopdadies ha¬ 
ving like wife an account of the EnghJh, d.«. 
figned to fupport their own Independency, 
and to encourage the Eng/ijb Trade. The 
K-eturn of the Dtonottdadu ? Prifoners made 
that Nation very hearty in favouring the Eng- 
they therefore marched immediately oft' 
With deiign to joyn Major M* Gregory, but 


: g ) Hiftoiic dc Lc Amcrinuc Septenrrioaale par Mr. De, 
U Peterie, Tome 1, Chap 
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the V taw aw as Were divided ia their Inclina¬ 
tions, their Chief, with about thirty more 
joyn’d the French , the reft remain’d in fufpence 
and ftood Neuter. 

The VtmvawAs thus wavering, diiconccrt- 
ed the Meafures of the Deionondadies , for they 
began to fufpeft the Vtawaivas, and therefore 
immediately return’d to fecure their Wives 
and Children they had left near the French Fort 
with the Vtauwi'as. The Engttjlj and their 
Ef&Chs were feized without any Oppofition, 
and were carried to the French Fort at Teio- 
dendoragbie. , _ 

The English brought great Quantities of 
Rum with them, (which the Indians love 
more than their Life) and the French being 
afraid that if the Indians took to drinking, they 
would grow ungovernable, did what they 
could to keep them from it. They were moil 
concerned that the Pvtcwatemies, {who had 
ho knowledge of the Engl^^ or of that be¬ 
witching Liquor, and were firmly attached 
to the French) fhouldnot tafte it. 

The Vtawawas ft ill contrived delays to the 
Ifcarch, and having got fome of the Pntewate x 
mies privately by themfeIves, they offered 
them a Cag ot Rumj and laid, We arc all 
“■ Rrctheren- we ought to make one Body, 
< c and to have o'ne Soul. The French invite us 
“ to War againft die Fne Nat sens % with dcfigii 

“ to 
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“ to make us Slaves, and that we fliould make 
“ our felves the Tools to dfeeb ir. As foon 
“ as they lhall have deftroyed the Five Nations 
“ they will no longer obierve any Meafure^ 
“ with us, but ufe us like thole Bealls that 
u they tve to their Plows: Let us leave them 
li to themfelves; and they’ll never be able to 
<c accomplilh ariy thing againft the Five Na- 
* c tions. 

But the Puteivattmies had entertain’d fuch 
Notions ot- the French, as made than Deaf to 
all the Politicks of theVtawawas. 

The French however grew Jealous of thefe 
Cabal lings,and therefore refolv’d to delay their 
March no longer, arid would not Hay one day 
more for the Utawawsis. t who delired only 
fo much time to Pitch their Canoes, but wait 
away without them. 

Mr. Tonti Commandant among the Chi Fit 
hicks met with another Party of the English 
of about go Men in Lake Obfwego as he march¬ 
ed with the ChiFiaghick* and T'iVihtwiks, and 
other neighbouring Nation's to the General 
Rcndcvouze. He fell upon the Englijh 9 
Plundered them, and took them Prifoners'. 
The French divided all the Merchandize among 
the Indians , but kept the Rum to them felves 
and got all drunk. * The Deonondadie Prifoners, 
that Conducted the Engllh , joyned with the 
.Mihikander Indian r that were among Mr.TW^s 

Indians 
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hiim (who had privately diffwadedabout 26® 
of the neighbouring Nations from goinfe 
a j on <T with Tonti) and endeavoured to perl wad^ 
all tne Indians to fall upon the French, whil e 
they were drunk, and deftroy them, faying* 
"the French are a Proud, Imperious, Covetoul 
People, th it fell their goods at an extravagant Price ; 
The Engllfh are a good N Mured, Hpnefi People; 
who wUl furmjhjou with every thing at reafonablt 
Petes But thefe arguments were to no pur- 
po fe for theCe far lndtans had entertained 
extraordinary Notions of the French Power % 
and knew nothing of the Englffr. 

The French and Putewatcmies being gone 
from Teiodondoraghie , the Vtawawas began to 
be afraid of the French Refentment, and there¬ 
fore the better to, keep up the colour they had. 
put on their delays, marched oyer Land with 
III poffible expedition, to. the general Ren- 
devouz near Qniagara, where all the French 
Force, both Chriftian and Indian was to meet. 

T he Five Muttons being informed of th cFrench 
Preparations, laid afide their Pefigns agamlt 
tbc Tunbtw.es, and prepared to give the French 
a warm Reception. Upon this thePncft at-. 
On.md.tga left then?, and their Soldiers came 
to Albany to. provide Ammunition. 1 he 
Gommiflioners made them a Prefent ot a • 
cgnliderable quantity of Powder and Uead^ 

fcefidcs what they purchafc 4 ,. They were 

' N ^ndc^ 
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under a great deal of Concern when they took 
leave of the Commiflioners, and faid “Sin 

“ we are to cxpeft no other AffiffancefcS 
ou-r. Brethren, we muft recommend £ 
‘ Wives and Children to you, who will fll 
“to you, if any Misfortune jitall h,™®-* 
‘ «?• I* may be we never fhall fee you more 
‘‘.for we are refolved to behave fo as Zl 
‘‘Brethren fliall have no reafon to be a fh? 
‘-‘medof us. "** 

Army mUft n ° W retUr ° f ° Mf ' De Nonvil ‘'\ 

u » _ f - fi 

, Monf. Champigni marched eight or ten Davs 
before the reft of the Army,with between two' 
and three hundred Canadiens. As foon as thev 
arriv’d at Cadarackui, they furprized two Vil¬ 
lages of the Five Nations, that were fettled 
about eight Leagues from that Place, to pre 
vent their giving any intelligence to their own 
Nation of the French Preparations, or the 
State ot the French Army, as it was fuppofed 
they did in the laft Expedition under Mr. D t 
la Bane. Thefe People were furpriled when 
they leaft expected, andby, them front whom 
they fear’d no. harm, becatife they, had fettled 
there at the Invitation and on the Faith of the 
French. They were carried in cold Blood to 
the Fort, and tyedto SrakesLto.be tormented 
“ * • • by 
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by the French Indians ( Chriftianf , as they call 
them) while they continued linging in their 
Country manner, and upbraiding the French 
vrith their. Perfidy and Ungratitude.' But 
the French Policy had no Companion pn thefe 
Mifcrable People, when they were tefolved 
to deftroy their whole Nation. . ' , 

. While Mr. De Nonville . was at Cadardck*i 
Fort, he had an Account that the Chicktaghicks 
and Twihtwie's waited for the Quatoghieizndi 
thaw* was at (h) Lake St.Clair, with whom 
they defign’d to March to the general Rende- 
Youzat the Mouth of the Se'ntfekas River . For 
this Expedition, was chiefly 'deflgn’d againft 
the Sennekas, who had ablolutcly refuted to 
meet Mr. De U ' Barre , and were mod firmly 
attached to the Enghfij. The Sennekas for this 
reafon were ddign’d to be made Examples of 
the French Reientment to all the other Nations 
of Indians. *T *. Vv f . 

The Meflengcr having allured the General,' 
that it was time to depart, in order to meet 
the Weftcrn/rf^w.r, that camfto his A Alliance,,- 
he fet out the 2$'d. of ar *4 fent gsar 
pf his Army'iri .Canoes, aldhg the LSldrdt. 
Shoar, while he with the other part pa 2 od 
along the Soutb ? that no accidents of wind 


\h) In the Streights between Qbfweg* Lake and 
f^ata^bis Lake . / - - '■ 

N a *c : §U 
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might prevent the one or the other reaching 
Within the time appointed at thePlace l\it Indians 
were to meet him. It happened, by reafon of the 
good weathet that both the Parties arrived on 
the fame day, and jbyned the Weftcrn 
Indians at Irondecjttat. As foen as the men 
were put on fhoar, they hawled up theCanoes 
and began a Fort, where 400 Men were left to 
guard the Canoes, and the Baggage. Here a 
young Canadien was ihot to death, as a Deferter 
For conducing the Enghfo into the Lakes, tho 5 
the two Nations were not only at Peace, but 
t'heir Kings in ftri&er Friendship than ufiial. 
But this Piece of feverity is not to be wonder’d 
at, when the French were refolved to under- 
t^ke an unjuft War-, and every thing to put a 
ltop to the English Trade, which now began to 
extend it it if far into the Continent, and would 
in its confequence ruin theirs. The next day 
the Army began to march towards the chief 
Village of the Sennehas , which was onl^ feven 
Leagues diftant, eVcry man carrying ten 
Biskets for his Provifioti. The Indian Tra¬ 
ders made the Van with part of the 
Indians, the other part marched in the Rear, 
while the Regular Troops and Militia 
composed the main Body. The Army marehed 
fpurX#.eAguesthe firft day,without difeovering 
any thing. • The. next da^ the Spouts advanced 
before the Army, as far as the corn Fields cf 

the 
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the Village, without feeing any body, tho 
they palled within Piftol {hot of 500 Sennekas, 
that lay on their Bellies, and let them pafs and 
repafs, without difturbing them. 

On the Report which they made, the trench 
Marched with much hallo, but little Order, in 
hopes to overtake the Women, Children and 
Old Men ; for they no longer doubted of all 
being tied. Butas foon as the Frtnch reached the 
foot of a Hill, about a quarter of a League 
from the Village, the Sennekas fuddenly rais'd 
the War-fhour, with a Difcharge of their 
Fire-Arms. This put the Regular Troops, as 
well as the Militia intofueha Fright, as they 
marched through the Woods, that the Bat¬ 
talions immediately divided, and run to the 
Right and Left, and in the Confufion fired 
upon one another. When tho Sennekas per¬ 
ceived their Diforder, they fell in among them 
Pell-mell, till the French Indians, more ufed 
to fuel! Fights, gathered together and Re- 
pulled the Saint has. There were (according 
to the French Accounts) a hundred French-men, 
ten French Indians, and about fourfeore Sennekas 
kill’d in this Rencounter. 

• Mr. De Nonvelle was fo dif-fpirited with the 
Fright that his Men had been put into, that 
his Indians could not perfwade him to purlue. 
He halted the remainder of that Day. The 
next day he Marched on with defiga to burn 

the 
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the Village, but when he came there he 
found the Sennekas had faved him the trouble- 
fpr they had laid all in Alhcs before they r/ 
tired , Two Old Men only were found rathe 
Caftle, w ho were cut into Pieces and boy led 
to make Soop for the French Allies. The 
French ftaid rive or fix Days to deltroy their 
Corn, and then marched to two otherVillares 
at two or three Leagues diftance. .After they 
bad perform’d the like Exploits in thofc'Places 
they return’d to the Banks of the Lake. 

Before the French left the Lakes, they built 
a Fort of four Bullions at Qnietgara, on the 
South fide of the Streights, between Ohfwero 
Luke and Cadaracfyi Lake, and left a htmdred 
Men, with eight Months Provifions in 
it. But this Garrifon was fo clofely blockt 
up by the, Five Nations, that they all dy’d of 
Hunger, except (even or eight, whowere ac¬ 
cidentally reliev’d by a Party of French Indians, 
The Wtfiern Indians when ,they panel 
from the French 'General, made their Har- 
rangues-, as ufual, in which they told him 
.with what .Pleaiure they faw.a Fort lo well 
placed to favour their Defigns agaraft the 
Five Nations, and that they .Relied on his 
never Finifhi.ng the War but with the 
Deftruction qF the-Five Nations, or Forcc- 
ing them to abandon their Country. Hi 
allured, .them, . that, he .would aft .with fijeh ■ 
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Vigour that they would foon fee the Wiv 9 
Nations driven into the Sea. 

He fcnt a Detachment of Soldiers to Tcio* 
dondoraghte , and in his Return to Canada, which 
was by the North fide of the Lake, he left 
the fame Number of Men and Quantity of 
ProviUons at Cadaracktii Fart. 

The French having got nothing but dry 
Blows, fcnt thirteen of the Indians that they 
forprized at Cadarachui, to France, as Trophies 
of their Victory, where they were put into 
the Galleys, as Rebels to their Ring. 


CHAP. VI. 

Coif. Dongan’/ Advice to the Indians. AdarioV 
Enterprise , and Montreal Sucked by the Five 
Nations. 

C OIL Dongan , whp, always had the Indian. 

Ajfairs very much at heart, met the Five 
Nations at Albany as foon as poflible after the 
French Expedition, and fpoke to them on the 
ythof Augttftn in the folio vying words, viz.. . 

Brethren \ 

“ | Am very glad to fee you here in this 
“ A Houfe, and am heartily glad that you 

w have 
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4< have fuftain’d no greater lofs by the French, 
Ci tho’ 1 believe it was their Intention to de- 
“ ftroy you all, if they could have furprizM 

* you in your Cattles. 

“ As foon as I heard of th,eir defin to. War 

* with you, l gave you Notice, and came up 
V hither my felf, that I might be ready to give 
“ all the Affiftance and Advice that fo fhorta 
^ time would allow ra,e. 

K I am now about fending a Gentleman to 

* England., to the King, my Matter, to let 
<c him know, that the french have invaded 

his Territories on this fide the great 
<c Lake, and War’d upon the Brethren, his 
<c Subjefts. I would therefore willingly 
« know, whether the Brethren have given 
« the Governor of Canada any Provocation 
or not; and if they have, how, and in what 
“ manner, becaufe I am oblig’d to give a 
« true account of this matter. This bulinefs 
« c may caufe a War between the King of 
“ England and the fyench King, both in Europe 
u and here, and therefore I mutt know the 
Truth. 

I know the Governor of Can an da dare not 
** enter iint 9 the great I>i n g of England's 
v Territories, in a Hoftile manner, without 
« Provocation, if he thought the Brethren 
were the King of England's Subjects; But 
* c yea having (wo or throe years ago, made-a 

j Covenant 
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“ Covenant Chain with the French, contrary 
« t0 my Command, (which I knew could 
« not bold long) being void of lt felf among 
“ the Chriftians • for as much as Subjc&s (as 
you are) ought not to treat with any Fo¬ 
il {-eian Nation, it not lying in your Power, 

i have brought thisTrouble upon your Ielves, 

« and, as I believe, is the only reafon of their 
“ filling upon you at this time. 

“ Brethren, I took it very ill, that after yo^ 

* had put your ielves into the Number of 
« the great King of England's Subje&s, that 
it you fhould ever offer to make Peace or 
“ War without my confent. \ ou know that 

we can live without you, but you cannot 
• 6 live without us. You never found that I 
tc told you a Lie, and I did offer you Aiuit- 

* ancc as you Ranted, provided that you 
« would be advifed by me; for I kno.w the 

French better than any of you do. 

M Now fin.ee there is a War begun upon 
you by the Governor of Canada, I hope 
« without any Provocation by you given, l 
w defire and command you, that you heaiken 
« to no Treaty but by my Advice, which if 
<• you follow, you fhall have the Benefit of 
the great Chain of Friendfhip between the. 
u great King of England and the French King, 
44 which came out of' England the other day, 
« and which I have fent to Canada by Anthony 
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" Lejunttrd-, In the mean time I will nive 
you fuch Advice as will be for your e6od 
“ al ^ will fupply you with fuch Neccflam 
“ as you will have need of. ' 

“ FirSt .* My Advice is, that as many Pri-' 
“ loners of the French, as you lhall take, that 
‘‘ you draw not their Blood, but bring them 
“ home and keep them to Exchange for your 
“ People, which they have Prifoners already 
or may take hereafter. » 

‘idly. That if it be PolTible, that you can 
“order it fo, I would have> you take one or 
“ two of your wjfeft Sachems, and one or 
“ two chief Captains of each Nation, to be 
“ a Council to manage all Affairs of the War 
“ They to give Orders to the rdf of the 
Officers what they are to do, that your 
“ defigns may be kept Private, for after it 
“ comes among fo many People, it is Blaze.} 
** abroad, and your defigns are often fruilrated. 
** And thole chief Men to keep a Corrc- 
“ fpondence with me, by a Trull v Mclfen, 
“ ger. 

“ 3 dfyy Now the Great matter under 
“ Confideration with the Brethren, is, how 
“ to ftrengthen thcmfelves, and weaken your 
“ Enemy. My Opinion is, that the Brethren, 

* Should fend Meflcngcrs to the Viauunt/As t 
“ Tunhtwichs , and the farther Indians, and to 
Li f £r ‘d back likewife Ibme of the Prifoners of 

“ thefe 
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lt thrle Nations, if any you have left, to 
“ bury the Hatchet, and to make a Covenant 
Chain, that they may put away all the 
“ 'trench that are among them, and that you 
“ will open a Path for them this way^ They 
« be i ng the Ki n g of England ’ s Su bj e£ts' I j ke- 
« wife, only the French have been admitted XO 
a Trade \viththem,for all that the French have 
a in Canada they had it of the Great King of 
a England , that by that Means they msy come 
hither freely where they may have every 
« thing Cheaper than among the French . 
<t That you and they may joyn together againft: 
t< the French, and make lb firm a League that 
« whoever is an Enemy to one, milit be tp 
« both. 

“ \thly. Another thing of Concern is, that 
< 6 you ought to do what you can to open a 
“ Path for all the North Indians and Mahikafidert 
<c that are among the ZJtdwmi’ai and farther 
“ Nations: I will endeavour to do the fame, 
“ to bring them home; For they not daring 
“ to return home your way, the French keep 
“ them there on purpofe to joyn With the 
farther Nations againft you/or yourDettru^ 
c * £tion • for you know, that one of them- i% 
ct worfe than lix of the others. ' Therefore all 
“ means mull be uled to bring them Home* 
‘ c and iile them kindly as they pafs through 
<c your Country. 
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“ ftklj. My Advice further is, That Mef- 
u fengers go in behalf of all the Five Nations 
“ to the Chrrfiian Indians at CA ha da 
“ to perfwade them to come Home to their 
<c Native Country, and to promife them 
66 all Prote&ion. This will be another great 
“ means to weaken your Enemy • but if thev 
“ will not be advifed, you kriow what to do 
•* with them. 

u I think it very neccflary f6r the 

u Biethrens Security and Aftiilance, and to 
u the endamaging the French, to build a Fort 
<c upon the Lake, where I may keep Stores 
ci and Provisions, in cafe of neccfiity • and 
therefore I would have the Brethren let me 
4< know What Place will be mod convenient 
c for it. 

u fiblj, I would'not have the Brethren keep 
<fc their Corn in their Cadies, as J hear the 
rc Omindagas do, but to bury it a great way in 
u the Woods, where few People may know 
where it is, for fear of fuch an Accident as 
iX has. happen’d to the Semeka*. 

M %thly, I have given my Advice in your 
General Allembly by Mr. Dirk^ Mejfds and 
“ Aktss', the Interpreter,how you are to manage 
vt your Partys, and how neccflary it is to get 
ct PnfoherS, to exchange for your own Men 
'* that are Prifoncrs with rhe French. And I 
“ am glad to hear that the Brethren are fo 
^'United, as Mr. Firh^Weffd: tells me you 

t* o r « 
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U arc, and that there arc no Rotten Members 
« x\or French Spyes among you. 

phljt The Arcthrcn may remember my 
“ Advice which I Tent you this Spring, Not 
“ to go to Cadjra'ckui ; if you had, they would 
“ have ferv’d you as they did your People 
“ who came from Hunting thither; for I 
“ told you then, that L knew the French better 
“ than yoii did. 

“ i othly. There was no Advice or Propo^ 
fition that I made to the Brethren, all the 
“ time that the Prielt liv’d at Onondaga, but 
“ w hat he wrote to Canada, as I Found by one 
“ of his Letters which lie gave to an Indiari 
“ to carry to Canada, but was brought hither# 
«< Therefore I defire the Brethren not to re- 
“ ceive him or any Frepch Priefts any more, 

« having lent for English Priefts, with whom 
“ you may be fupply’d to your Content. 

« xl. 1 would have the Brethren look out 
{harp for fear of being furpriied. 1 be- 
« lieve all the Strength of the French will be 
« at their Frontier Places, viz. at Cadarackgr 
“ and Omagara, where they build a Fort now, 
“ and at Trois Rivieres, Montreal and Chxmbly. 

“ {z. Let me put you in mind again, not 
“ to make any Treaty* without my Means, 
which will be more Advantagious for you, 
“ than your doing it by your fclvcs, for then 
ic yon wifi be looked upon as the King of 
• “ England ?3 
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‘ 1 England's Subjects. And let me know, from 
6C time to time, every thing that is done.’ 

“ Tims far I have fpokento you relating to 
c£ the War. 

Then he chid them For their Breach of Faith 
Vvith Virginia. He told them, that he was in¬ 
form’d that laft Spring they had kill’d a fine 
-Gentleman, with fomc others, and that a 
Party of the Oneydoes was now there at the 
head of James River , with intention to deftroy 
ail the Indians there-about. They had taken 
ilx Prifoiiers, whom he order’d them to bring 
to him* to be Reftorcd; and that for the 
Future they fliould defift from doing any In¬ 
jury to the People of Virginia or their Indians 
odicnvife all the Engl ifs would unite to je- 
itroy them. But at .the Fame time he free’d 
the Sennekas from any blame, and commended 
them as a brave and honeft People , who never had 
done any thing contrary to his Orders , except in 
n/ahing that unlucky Peace with the French three 
years a go. 

Laftly , He recommended to them. Not to 
buffer their People to be Drunk, during the 
War: A Soldier thereby (hefaid) looks his 
Reputation,becaufe oF the Advantages it will 
give the Enemy over him. 

This honeft Gentleman earneftly purlucd 
the Intereft of his Country ; but, it fee ms, 
his Meafurcs were not agreeable to thole His 

Mailer 
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Mato had taken with the French King; for 
he had Orders to procure a Peace for the 
French , and was loon after this Removed from 
his Government. Indeed iuch an A&ivc, as 
well as Prudent Governor of New-Tor^ could 
not be acceptable to the French, who had the 
tlniverfal Monarchy in view, in America as 
well in Europe. 

Coll. Dorigan* s McfTage to Mr. DeNoriville 
at a time when the Crowns of England and 
France had fo lately entredinto a flrict Friend'-' 
{hip, had, no doubt, fomc Influence on the 
French Governor. But the little Succefs he 
had in his IJxpcnfive and Dangerous Expe¬ 
dition, together with the Obdrudtion that:the 
French Trade met with from the War, inclin’d 
him more effc&ualiy to Propofols of Peace, 
which Coll. Dongan was forced to make, and 
the Five Nations ro yield to.: For not withftand- 
ing Coll. Donganh Advice to them, as above 
related, he by his Mailers Orders (who was 
entirely devoted to Bigotry and the French 
Interett) obliged the Five Nations to agree to 
a Ceflation of Arms, and to deliver up their 
Priloners without any Conditions, in order 
to obtain a Peace on iiich Terms as the French 
fhould agree to. And that no Accident might 
prevent, Mr.D<? Nmville fent his Orders to all 
his Officers in the Indian Countrys to obferve a 
(deflation of Arms till the Ambafladors of the 

Five 
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Five Nations fhould meet him at Montreal ,as they 
had given him reafon to expect in a little time, ! 
to conclude the Peace in the ufual Form. 

In the mean time, Adario, the chief of the 
Deonondadies , finding that his Nation was be¬ 
come fufpeded by the French , fmcc the time 1 
they had fhown fo much Inclination to the 
FngUjk when they attempted to Trade at Mijp- 
Umaftnak ^, Refolved by fome brave Action 
againft the Five Nations to recoyer the'good 
Graces of the French. 

For this Purpofe he Marched from Mijfil^ 
makinak hcac ^ 0 ** a hundred Men ; and 
that he might a£t with more Security, hetooh 
Cadarackui Fort in his way for Intelligence: 
The Commandant informed him, that Mr. 
t>e Nonville was in'hopes of concluding a 
Peace with the Five Nations, and expe&ed their 
EmhafTadors in eight or teh days at Montreal 
for that purpofe, and therefore defiled him to 
return to Mifiilinsakinak without attempting 
any thing that might QJbttruft fo good ^ 
!£>efign. 

' The Indian being furprized with this News* 
yvas under great Concern for his Nation, 
which he was afraid would be facrificed to 
the French Rcfentment or Intcreft, but diflem- 
bled his Concern before the French Officer. 
He went from Cadaracktei , not to return home 
as the Commandant thought, b.ut to wait for 
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the Ambajfadars of the f Nations near one of 
theFalls of CadamchtiiRiver, by which he knew 
they mull pafs. He did not lurk there above 
four or five days before the unhappy Deputies 
Came guarded by forty young Soldiers, who 
were all fhrprized & kill’d or taken Prifonyrs. 
As foon as the Priloncrs were all fccured, the 
'cunningDeonotidadie told thcm“That/i.e having 
« been enformed by the Governor of Canada., 
<i xhat Fifty Warriprs of their Nation were 
« to pafs this way about this time, he had 
« fccured this Pals, not doubting of inter- 

a cepting them; . . . , . j, 

\ TheAmbalfadors being touch furpns’d with 
the French Perfidy, told Adario the Defign of 
fheirjourney, \vho, the better tp play his partj 
feem 5 d to grow Mad and Ftjrious, decUii'ning 
againft Mr . Dt tionvtlU,m& laid, He wduU r fotne 
Time or other he Revenged of him for makmg k 
fool of him to commit fuch horrid Treachery . Theii 
looking ftedfaflly on the Priioners (aime>ng 
whom Dekanefora was the Principal Arnballa- 
dor) Adario faid to tliern^ Go my Brethren , / 
Vnty your Bonds r and fend you Home again] tho 
o'ur Nations he at War : The' French Governor hay 
friade me commit fi blacky an AElion\ that ^ J fn.ll 
never be eafy after it till your Five Nations fhalt 
have taken full Vengeance a t > ■ 

This was fufficient to pclTwade the AmbaF 
fadors of the Truth of what he faid, tv ho 
£ afmrec? 
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affufed him. That he and his Nation might 
make their Peace when they pleafed. AcUrio 
loft only one Man on this occafion, and would 
keep a Satan* Slave, (adopted into the Five 
Nations) to fill up his place. Then he gave 
Arms, Powder and Ball to the reft of the Pri- 
foners, to enable them to Return. 

The Ambafladors were chiefly, if not all 
Onnondagas and Oueydocs , who had been long 
under the influence of the French Priefts y and 
ftill retain’d an Affedtion to them; but this 
Adventure throughly changed their thoughts, 
and irritated them fo heartily againft the French 
that all the Five Nations from this time prose¬ 
cuted the War unanimoufly. 

Adario deliver’d the Slave (his Priforter) to 
the French at Mifilimakinal^ s who to keep up 
the Enmity between the Deonondadies and the 
Five Nations^ order’d him to be fhot to Death, 
As they carried him out, he related the whole 
of the Action, but the French thinking that he 
had only contrived it to fovc his Life, had 
*io regard to it, till the fatal Confequences 
call’d his Dying Words to theirRemembrance 
with forrowful RefledHons. 

The fame Day that the Sat an a was fhot, 
Adario call’d one of the Five Nations , who had 
been long a Priloner, to be an Eye-witnefs of 
his Country-mans Death, then bid him make 
his Efcapc to his own Country, to give an 

Account 
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Account of the French Cruelty, from which 
it was not in his Power to favc a Prifoner he 
himfelf had taken. . 

This heighten’d the Rage of the Five Nations t 
fo that Mr. De NonvilUh fending to difown 
Adario (») in this A&ion, had no effect upon 
them • Their Breads admitted of no thought 
but that of Revenge, ^ It was not 
not long before the French felt the Bloody 
effects of this cruel Paflion; for taoo Men of 
the Five Nations invaded the Ifland of Montreal 
■when the French had no fufpicion of any luch 
Attempt, while Mr. De Nonville and his Lady 
were in that Town. They Landed on the 
South fide of the Ifland at La Chine , on the 
% 6 ‘t of /«/*, 16&S. where they burnt and 
facked all the Plantations, and made a terrible 
Maflacre of Men, Women and Children. The 
Frenchvrcrc under apprehenfion of the Towns 
being attacked, for which reafon they durlt 
not fend out any confiderable Party to the 
Relief of the Country, till the Indians had 
blocked up two. Forts, when Mu De NonvMe 
fent out a hundred Soldiers and fifty Indian* 
to try to bring off the Men. The French ox 
this Party were all either taken or cut to, 
pieces* except one Soldier and the Command¬ 
ing Officer* who, was carried off by twelve 
Indians, that made their efcape, after he 
U s ^high brokeo J here ^ras 
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fend of the F.ench kill’d at this time, and 
TW?«y fix were parried away Prifoners the 
S^^eeft part of which were burnt alive. 't)i> 
f&j Nations only loft three Men in this Ex^ 
pedition^that got Drunk,' and were left bel 
Smx, T hls ’ however, did not fatiate their 
Thsrft after Blood ; far in Otlibcr following 
thevdeftroy’d hkewife all the lower part ot' 
thcliland, and carried away many Prifoners 
The C’onfcquen^c* of thefe Expedition* 
T ere very difmal to the French, for they were 
JQrced to burn thpr two Barks which they 
had on C^arackui Lake, and to abandon their 
Tprt there. They design’d to have blown up 
the* Works when they left that place, and 
far that end left a lighted Match whew the 
Powder lay, but were in fuch a Fright, that 
they durft not ftay to fee what effect if had, 
a hey went down Cadar,ack*i River, in fcvcn 
Birch Canoes, and far greater Security travel’d 
in the Night, One of the Canoes with all 
^he men m it was loft by their Precipitation, 
as they palled one of the Falls of that River. 
The Five Nations hearing that the Frtnch had 
™ ^^ arac ^ Ht Fort, 50 Indians- went and 
took Pofleffion of it, who found the Match 
th . e *■«"?* had left, which had gone out, and 
as. Barms of Powder in the feme place, toge¬ 
ther with feveral other Stores, 

Th« News the Sueccfs the Fivj Nations 
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had over the French, foon fpre^d itfelf among 
all the Indians , and put the French Aflairs every 
where into terrible Difordetu 
The Vtaw away had always {hown an Incli¬ 
nation to the English, and they therefore im¬ 
mediately fent openly four Sachems with 
three Prifoners of the Sennekas that they had, 
to allure them* That they would forever Re¬ 
nounce all Friendihip with the French, and 
promifed to Reftore the reft of the Prifoners* 
They alfo included (even, Nations that liv’d 
near Mijfilimakina^ in this Peace, 

This put the French Commandant there un¬ 
der the greateft Difficulty to maintain his 
Pott; hut there was no Choice, hemuftftand 
his Ground; for the Five Nations, had cut off 
all hopes of Retiring. 

The Nepecir miens and Kikabons , of all theft 
Numerous Allies only remain’d firm to tho 
Fmdi,every one of the'othersendeavour’d to. 
gain the Friendfhip ol the ^Nations, and would 
certainly h^ve done it, by Maflacreing all 
the French among them, if. theSieur Pern had 
pot with wonderful Sagacity and imminent 
Hazard to his own Perfbn. diverted them, for 
which Canada cannot do too. much Honour to 
that Gentlemans Memory. 

Canada was now in a moil Miserable Con¬ 
dition ; for while the greateft Number of their 
Wen had been* ^npluy’d in, thq Expeditions 
" againfh 
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againft the 'Five Nations, and in Trading among 
the far Nations > and making New Discoveries 
and Settlements, Tillage and Husbandry had 
been neglected ; now they loft feveral Thou- 
fands of their Inhabitants by the continual 
Incurfions of fmall Parties, fo that none durft 
hazard themfelves out of the Fortified Places. 
Indeed, it is not eafte to conceive what Diftrcfs 
the French were then under; for tho*they 
werealmoft every where ftarving, they could 
Hot Plant nor Sow, or go from one Village to 
another for Relief, but with imminent Danger 
of having their Scalps carried away by the 
Sculking Indians . At laft the whole Country 
being laid Wafte, Famine began to rage, and 
was like to have put a Miferable End to that 
Colony. 

If the Indians had underftood the method 
of attacking Forts, nothing could have pre- 
ferved the French from an entire Deftru&ion 
at this time. For whoever confidcrs the 
ftate of the Indian AfSurs during this,Period, 
How the Five Nations were divided in their 
Scntiement$ and Meafures ; The Onnon- 
dagas y Cayugasy and Qneydoes % under the In* 
fiuence of the French Jeiuits, were diverted 
from profecuting the War with Canada, by 
the Jefuits cunningly fainting up thofe three 
Nations againft the Virginia Indians, and per* 
fwading them to fend out their Parties-that 

way : 
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way : The Sennets had a War at the fame time 
upon their hands with three numerous Indian 
Nations, the' Vtawawas, Chicktaghicks and 
Tivihtwits): And the Mcaiures the Englijh ob- 
fcrvcd with the French all King fame? s Reign, 
gave the Indians rather grounds of Jealoufy 
than Afliftance. I fay, whoever conliders all 
tbefc things, and what the Five Nations did 
actually perform under all thefe Difadvahtages 
againft the French , will hardly doubt that the 
Five Nations by themfdves were at that time ail 
over Match for the Frenth of CANADA. 


The End of the Firft Part • 
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GUACANAGAR1 PONTIAC BLACK HAWK 
MONTEZUMA CAPTAIN PIPE KEOKUK 
GUATIMOTZIN LOGAN SACAGAWEA 

POWHATAN CORN PLANTER BENITO JUAREZ 
POCAHONTAS JOSEPH BRANT MANGUS 
SAMOSET RED JACKET COLORADAS 
MASSASOIT LITTLE TURTLE LITTLE CROW 
KING PHILIP TECUMSEH SITTING BULL 
UNCAS OSCEOLA CHIEF JOSEPH 

TEDYUSKUNG SEQUOYA GERONIMO 
SHABONEE 
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